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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER 

OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


TO  THE  ASSISTANT  UNDER  SECRETARY,  HOME  SECRETARY’S  DEPARTMENT. 


Brisbane,  19th  August,  1925. 

Sir,, — I  have  the  honour  to  furnish  the  follow¬ 
ing  particulars  regarding  the  work  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  under  my  control  for  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1925,  together  with  comments  regarding 
public  health  in  the  State  of  Queensland. 

STATISTICAL. 

The  crude  birth  rate,  death,  and  infantile  mor¬ 
tality  rates,  as  shown  in  the  following  tables  of 
the  Australian  States  and  other  parts  of  the 
Empire,  again  place  Queensland  in  an  enviable 
position,  as  possessing  the  second  lowest  death 
rate  and  the  third  lowest  infantile  mortality  rate 
of  any  country  in  the  Empire. 

The  crude  birth  rate  has,  however,  decreased 
from  24-89  in  1923  to  23-88  in  1924,  which  is 
unsatisfactory,  and  more  particularly  so  when 
the  figures  are  compared  with  the  year  1915, 
when  the  crude  birth  rate  of  the  State  was  29-35. 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  death  rate  has 
decreased  by  2-12  per  1,000  in  the  past  ten  years, 
whilst  during  the  same  period  the  infantile  mor¬ 
tality  rate  has  decreased  by  13-03  per  1,000.  A 
further  decrease  should  follow  as  a  result  of  the 
recently  established  baby  clinics  and  the  opening 
of  others  in  the  principal  centres  of  the  State. 
These  clinics  are  under  the  supervision  of  nurses 
who  hold  general  and  obstetric  certificates  and 
certificates  of  training  in  infant  welfare. 

In  addition,  there  has  been  a  great  extension 
to  the  scheme  of  State-aided  maternity  hospitals, 
which  has  proved  such  a  boon  to  the  women  in 
the  isolated  portion  of  the  State,  and  which  must 
also  aid  in  further  reducing  infantile  mortality. 

As  a  further  safeguard  towards  prevention  of 
infantile  diseases  a  bacterial  examination  of  milk 
retailed  in  the  metropolitan  area  was  carried  out 
and  the  results  were  regarded  as  satisfactory ; 
full  particulars  in  this  connection  appear  under 
the  heading  of  “Food.” 


Crude  Birth  Rate. 


Country. 

Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Queensland 

1923 

24-89 

1924 

23-88 

New  South  Wales 

1923 

24-70 

1924 

24-11 

Victoria 

1923 

22-31 

1924 

22-01 

South  Australia 

1923 

22-60 

1924 

21-88 

Western  Australia 

1923 

22-55 

1924 

23-09 

Tasmania 

1923 

26-27 

1924 

25-07 

Commonwealth 

1923 

•  23-77 

1924 

23-24 

New  Zealand  .  . 

1922 

2106 

1924 

20-71 

England  and  Wales  .  . 

1922 

20.6 

1923 

19-7 

Scotland 

1922 

23-5 

1923 

22-8 

Ireland 

1922 

18-6 

1923 

19-4 

Canada  .  .  . . 

,  . 

.  , 

1922 

24-8 

South  Africa  .  . 

•  • 

*  * 

1923 

26-6 

Death  Rate. 


Country. 

Year. 

Death  Rate. 

Year. 

Death  Rate. 

Queensland 

1923 

9-83 

1924 

8-88 

New  South  Wales 

1923 

9-61 

1924 

9-35 

Victoria 

1923 

10-71 

1924 

10-05 

South  Australia 

1923 

9-59 

1924 

9-19 

Western  Australia 

1923 

8-41 

1924 

9-08 

Tasmania 

1923 

9-92 

1924 

9-89 

New  Zealand  .  . 

1923 

9-0 

1924 

7-96 

England  and  Wales  .  . 

1922 

12-9 

1923 

11-6 

Scotland 

1922 

14-9 

1923 

12-9 

Ireland 

1922 

14-1 

1923 

13  3 

Canada 

,  , 

.  . 

1922 

10-4 

South  Africa  . . 

*  * 

1923 

9-7 
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Rates  of  Infantile  Mortality  in  Various  Countries. 


Country. 

Year. 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

Year. 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

Queensland 

1923 

540 

1924 

51-3 

New  South  Wales 

1923 

61  0 

1924 

58-9 

Victoria 

1923 

65-7 

1924 

61-3 

South  Australia 

1923 

60-5 

1924 

51-4 

Western  Australia 

1923 

561 

1924 

49-9 

Tasmania 

1923 

57-6 

1924 

55-0 

New  Zealand  .  . 

1923 

44-0 

1924 

40-2 

England  and  Wales  . . 

1922 

77-0 

1923 

69-0 

Scotland 

1922 

1010 

1923 

79-0 

Ireland 

1922 

68-0 

1923 

66-0 

Canada 

1922 

87-0 

South  Africa  .  . 

1923 

82-0 

Estimated  population  for  calendar  year  1924  . . 
Estimated  population  for  calendar  year  1923  .  . 
Estimated  mean  population  for  calendar  year  1924  .  . 
Estimated  mean  population  for  calendar  year  1923  .  . 


Persons. 

834,894 

811,168 

825,151 

802,748 


— 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1921. 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

29-35 

27-91 

29-05 

28-41 

26-23 

27-58 

26-59 

25-53 

24-89 

23-88 

Death  Rate 

11-0 

11-09 

9-63 

10-40 

12-43 

10-82 

9-34 

9-14 

9-83 

8-88 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

64-33 

70-4 

54-2 

56-9 

72-4 

63-43 

54-1 

50-5 

54-0 

51-3 

COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES. 

(Exclusive  of  Venereal  Diseases.) 

The  number  of  cases  of  communicable  diseases 
reported  during  the  period  under  review 
amounted  to  2,283,  as  compared  with  2,134  (not 
including  influenza)  reported  during  the  previ¬ 
ous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
reported  from  the  metropolitan  and  outside 
areas  in  comparison  with  those  notified  for  the 
previous  twelve  months. 


Diseases. 

Brisbane  Metro¬ 
politan  Area. 

Outside  Areas. 

1923-1924 

1924-1925. 

1923-1924 

1924-1925. 

Anchylostomiasis 

3 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Menin- 

5 

7 

4 

15 

gitis 

Diphtheria 

*177 

451 

536 

512 

Dysentery  (Thursday 

7 

6 

Island  only) 

Erysipelas 

89 

78 

42 

50 

Infantile  Paralysis 

3 

61 

5 

81 

Malaria 

4 

3 

Membranous  Croup 

2 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

210 

185 

204 

163 

Puerperal  Fever 

12 

12 

10 

23 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

198 

159 

159 

160 

Typhoid  Fever 

118 

97 

346 

217 

Totals  .  . 

812 

1,050 

1,322 

1,233 

*  Diphtheria  eases  for  the  Metropolitan  Area  were  shown  as 
19f>  in  last  Annual  .Report.  After  publication,  advice  was  received 
of  18  “  negative  ”  cases,  hence  the  corrected  total  of  177. 


Influenza  was  not  a  notifiable  disease  during 
the  year  under  review. 

In  making  the  following  comments  regarding 
the  communicable  diseases  mentioned  hereunder 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  population  of  this 
State  increased  by  23,000  during  the  year  and  by 
147,884  during  the  past  ten  years. 


ANCITYLOSTOMIASIS. 

The  notifications  received  from  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  only  numbered  two,  but  this  fact  must 
not  be  regarded  as  signifying  that  hookworm  is 
not  ekistent  in  this  State.  As  a  fact,  several  of 
the  coastal  areas  are  infected  with  the  disease, 
but  the  cases  are,  as  a  general  rule,  not  treated 
by  private  medical  practitioners.  The  hook¬ 
worm  campaign  which  was  carried  on  for  some 
years  by  a  joint  body  representing  the  Rocke¬ 
feller  Institute,  the  Commonwealth  and  State 
Governments  did  such  good  work  that  an  agree¬ 
ment  was  subsequently  entered  into  by  the 
Commonwealth  and  State  Governments  to  con¬ 
tinue  operations  as  from  the  1st  October  last, 
when  the  interest  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation 
lapsed. 

The  work  of  inspection  is  carried  out  by  officers 
who  are  under  the  control  of  the  Commonwealth 
Health  Department,  particulars  of  their  surveys 
being  subsequently  submitted  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment.  Instructions  regarding  breaches  of  the 
Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Nightsoil  Disposal 
Regulations  are  then  forwarded  to  the  Local 
Authorities  concerned  for  necessary  action. 

Inspections  or  reinspections  have  recently  been 
made  in  the  Beenleigh,  Cairns,  Mackay,  John¬ 
stone,  and  Nambour  districts,  and  in  this  con¬ 
nection  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  districts 
as  Cairns,  Mackay,  and  Johnstone  have  been 
adversely  reported  on  by  the  officers  conducting 
the  hookworm  campaign,  the  local  councils  being 
practically  charged  with  neglect  in  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  and 
Nightsoil  Disposal  Regulations,  and  thus  allow¬ 
ing  soil  pollution  and  continuance  of  the  disease 
instead  of  adopting  safe  flv-proof  cabinets.  This 
Department  has  strongly  brought  this  matter 
under  notice  of  the  respective  Local  Authorities 
and  has  pointed  out  the  heavy  cost  to  the 
respective  Governments,  and  called  upon  them  to 
forthwith  apply  the  regulations  to  the  unsafe 
closets. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  diphtheria  cases 
reported  from  outside  areas  is  satisfactory,  but 
the  increase  in  cases  reported  from  the  metro¬ 
politan  area  is  disappointing,  and  the  cause  must 
be  partly  attributable  to  the  manner  in -which 
health  matters  have  been  dealt  with  by  several 
of  the  Local  Authorities,  as  well  as  to  neglect  in 
carrying  out  the  provisons  of  the  Diphtheria 
Regulations. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  Local  Authorities 
which  have  been  most  dilatory  in  dealing  with 
directions  and  instructions  issued  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  almost  invariably  show  the  greatest  in¬ 
crease  in  diphtheria  incidence. 

Against  the  above  apathy,  it  is  satisfactory  to 
report  that  medical  practitioners  have  fulfilled 
their  obligations  in  submitting  required  speci¬ 
mens  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
number  of  specimens  examined  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  Laboratory  was  7,922,  but  it  must  be 
mentioned  that  the  Children’s  Hospital  carry 
out  their  own  bacteriological  work  so  far  as 
diphtheria  specimens  are  concerned. 

The  Commonwealth  Laboratories  at  Too¬ 
woomba,  Rockhampton,  and  Townsville  have  also 
been  authorised  to  examine  specimens  for  the 


diphtheria  bacillus,  so  as  to  enable  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  and  hospitals  obtaining  earlier  results 
than  could  possibly  be  given  by  the  Laboratory 
at  Brisbane. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  for  the  past  five  years  and  from  which 
it  is  noticeable  that,  following  the  outbreak  of 
plague  in  1922,  when  the  whole  of  the  metropoli¬ 
tan  area  was  thoroughly  cleaned  up  and  kept  in 
a  state  of  cleanliness  for  the  two  following  years, 
the  incidence  of  this  disease  was  considerably 
reduced,  but  during  the  past  year,  as  such  clean¬ 
liness  has  not  been  maintained,  the  result  is  the 
rise  in  the  barometer  for  diphtheria. 


Year. 

Metropolitan 

Area. 

Outside 

Areas. 

1-7-1920  to  30-6-1921 

1,105 

1,974 

1-7-1921  to  30-6-1922 

557 

814 

1-7-1922  to  30-6-1923 

308 

447 

1-7-1923  to  30-6-1924 

195 

536 

1-7-1924  to  30-6-1925 

451 

512 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  typhoid 
incidence  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  past  ten 
years,  and  shows  a  practically  gradual  decrease, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table : — 


1916. 

1917.  f 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Metropolitan  Area 

1 

283 

146 

152 

189 

255 

169 

132 

200 

118 

97 

Outside  Areas  .  . 

.  . 

1,447 

515 

400 

419 

476 

353 

234 

258 

346 

217 

Totals 

1,730 

661 

552 

608 

731 

522 

366 

458 

464 

314 

The  decrease  may  be  attributed  to  the  better 
observance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary 
Conveniences  and  Nightsoil  Disposal  Regulations 
and  the  carrying  out  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Typhoid  Fever  Regulations,  especially  the  pro¬ 
visions  dealing  with  fly-proofing  of  cabinets, 
which  is  now  being  universally  adopted  by  the 
Local  Authorities  throughout  the  State  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Department’s  request. 

Approved  cabinets  can  be  obtained  by  Local 
Authorities  through  this  Department  at  a  cheap 
rate. 

It  is  necessary  for  constant  supervision  to  be 
exercised  by  .councils’  inspectors,  especially  at 
hotels,  to  ensure  that  covering  material  is  used 
and  that  lids  are  kept  closed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  and 
Nightsoil  Disposal  Regulations,  as  the  typhoid 
carrier  is  always  moving  about  and  typhoid 
might  be  conveyed  to  the  dinner  table  from  any 
exposed  infected  excrement  by  the  common 
house  fly,  which  not  only  breeds  in  this  filth,  but 
is  constantly  seeking  an  opportunity  to  again 
enter  the  sanitary  pan. 

PLAGUE. 

No  case  of  plague  has  occurred  during  the 
year,  the  last  case  in  humans  being  on  the  13th 
March,  1922,  and  in  rodents  on  the  31st  October, 
1922. 

Queensland  was,  however,  disturbed  in  the 
latter  part  of  June  by  the  announcement  that  a 
ease  of  plague  had  been  admitted  to  the  Brisbane 
Hospital. 

Tlie  usual  procedure  was  adopted  by  this 
Department,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to 
state  that  the  case  was  proved  to  be  not  plague. 

Rat  destruction  work  has  been  carried  out 
continuously  during  the  year,  and  included  the 
permanent  rat-proofing  of  river  frontages  as  well 


as  produce  stores  and  other  premises  to  which 
rats  might  have  access. 

The  Local  Authorities  in  the  metropolitan  area 
and  at  the  principal  ports  have  been  compelled 
to  employ  ratmen  as  required  by  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  to  furnish  a  weekly  return  of  all 
rodents  caught. 

In  the  metropolitan  area  the  rodents  are 
examined  in  this  Department’s  Laboratory, 
whilst  smears  from  outside  centres  are  also  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination. 

The  Tropical  Institute,  at  Townsville,  also 
undertakes  the  examination  of  rat  carcasses,  and 
results  are  regularly  furnished  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  in  addition  examinations  are  carried 
out  by  tlie  Laboratory  at  Rockhampton. 

Forty-six  thousand  and  three  rats  and  mice 
from  the  metropolitan  area  were  actually  ex¬ 
amined,  whilst  7,912  smears  from  outside  centres 
were  similarly  dealt  with. 

.  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  relate  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
reported  during  the  year,  the  figures  being  414 
for  1923-24  as  against  348  for  the  year  under 
revie\w/T)r.  Stewart,  Officer  in  Charge,  Central 
Tubemilosis  Bureau,  examined  114  applicants 
for  possible  sanatorium  treatment,  of  whom  66 
were  found  suitable,  41  were  referred  to  Dia- 
mantina,  3  were  sent  to  Dunwich,  whilst  4 
decided  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  under 
private  treatment. 

Applicants  are  carefully  examined  and,  where 
possible,  relatives  are  also  seen  by  the  Medical 
Officer. 

During  the  year  142  out-patients  were  treated 
by  Dr.  Stewart. 
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Cases  reported  to  this  Department  by  medical 
practitioners  in  the  metropolitan  area  were 
visited  by  tiie  staff  nurse,  who  furnished  advice 
as  to  precautions  to  be  observed  to  prevent  spread 
of  the  disease,  as  well  as  to  advise  procedure  to 
be  adopted  in  the  event  of  the  patient  requiring 
admittance  to  a  sanatorium. 

INFANTILE  PARALYSIS. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  of  this  disease  reported  during  the 
year.  Last  year  eight  cases  were  reported.  This 
year  142  cases  were  notified.  These  cases  were 
scattered  throughout  the  State,  and  in  only  one 
family  were  two  cases  notified;  this  family  lived 
at  Bartle  Frere,  near  Cairns.  The  ages  of  the 
patients  varied  from  nineteen  years  to  infants, 
the  majority  being  from  three  to  five  years  of 
age.  Eighty-eight  cases  notified  were  males  and 
fifty-four  females.  The  Registrar-General’s 
return  shows  two  deaths  during  1923  (two  males, 
aged  five  and  eleven  years)  and  two  deaths 
during  1924  (one  male  fifteen  years,  one  female 
three  years)  attributed  to  this  disease. 

Isolation,  either  in  hospital  or  in  their  own 
homes,  with  disinfection  was  carried  out  in  all 
cases,  and  children  contacts  were  kept  from 
attending  school  for  three  weeks. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER, 

Thirty-five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
The  number  reported  in  the  metropolitan  area 
was  12,  exactly  the  same  as  last  year.  The 
number  notified  from  outside  areas  showed  an 
increase  of  13  cases. 


All  cases  notified  in  the  metropolitan  area  were 
investigated  and  several  private  hospitals  in¬ 
spected  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Figures  for  the  last  two  years  are: — Metro¬ 
politan  area:  1923-24,  198;  1924-25,  159.  Out¬ 
side  areas :  1923-24,  159 ;  1924-25,  160.  The 
above  figures  show  a  slight  decrease  of  38  cases. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

As  in  past  years,  special  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  requirements  of 
the  Health  Acts  and  Venereal  Diseases  Regula¬ 
tions,  and  although  a  material  reduction  in 
numbers  cannot  be  given,  as  compared  with  last 
year,  yet  the  comparative  returns  show  a  satis¬ 
factory  fall  since  1919  in  the  incidence  of 
venereal  disease. 

It  was  considered  advisable  during  the  past 
year  to  increase  the  number  of  outside  clinics, 
owing  to  reports  of  infected  resident  women,  so 
arrangements  have  been  made  at  Mackay  and 
Ayr  to  open  clinics  and  for  the  examination  of 
prostitutes,  also  for  such  examinations  at  Bowen. 

Good  work  is  being  done  at  the  Brisbane  clinic, 
where  reports  show  a  greater  number  of  attend¬ 
ances  with  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  fresh 
notifications. 

At  a  recent  visit  from  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Health  the  question  of  venereal  disease  was 
considered  in  connection  with  the  subsidy 
received  from  the  Commonwealth  Government, 
and  the  following  statistics  were  compiled  for 
the  information  of  the  Commissioners : — 


Prostitutes  Admitted  to  Hospital. 

Venereal  Notifications. 

Outside  Areas. 

Metropolitan. 

i 

Metropolitan  Area. 

Outside  Areas. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Syphilis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Syphilis. 

64 

1-7-1919  to  30-6-1920 

1,437 

317 

817 

113 

#  , 

69 

1-7-1920  to  30-6-1921 

1,206 

175 

738 

98 

10 

72 

1-7-1921  to  30-6-1922 

969 

109 

612 

65 

25 

23 

1-7-1922  to  30-6-1923 

857 

89 

651 

65 

19 

30 

1-7-1923  to  30-6-1924 

807 

85 

562 

48 

21 

27 

1-7-1924  to  30-6-1925 

808 

86 

545 

51 

The  above  figures  represent  the  notifications  of 
gonorrhoeal  and  syphilitic  (new)  infections 
received  during  the  respective  periods,  tvhereas 
the  statement  for  1923-24  and  1924-25,  as  also  the 
comparative  return  for  the  six  years  ended  the 
30th  June  last,  show  only  the  actual  number  of 
patients  reported  and,  as  will  be  noted,  several 
were  suffering  from  “double  infections.”  It 
will  also  be  noted  that  there  is  a  diminution  in 
numbers  of  infected  prostitutes  committed, 
especially  in  the  metropolitan  area.  The  follow¬ 
ing  complete  report  of  venereal  disease,  dealing 
with  the  whole  of  the  State,  is  given  for  infor- 
m  ation. 

During  the  term  covered  by  this  report  1,681 
persons  were  notified  on  official  Form  “A”  as 
suffering  from  venereal  diseases,  of  whom  178 
had  been  previously  notified  for  the  same  attack, 
leaving  the  total  new  cases  as  1,503,  a  decrease  of 
ten  compared  with  the  previous  year,  though 
the  actual  forms  received  were  five  in  excess  of 
those  to  hand  for  that  period. 


Of  the  1,503  persons,  1,383  were  males  and  120 
females,  the  incidence  of  their  complaints  being — - 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

•  Disease. 

Metro¬ 

politan 

Area. 

Outside 

Areas. 

Metro  - 
politan 
Area. 

Outside 

Areas. 

Gonorrhoea  . . 

749 

502 

52 

40 

Syphilis  (Primary).  . 

40 

39 

14 

5 

Syphilis  (Secondary) 

24 

3 

1 

1 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  . . 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary 
Syphilis 

1 

Soft  Chancre 

2 

Ulcerative  Granuloma 

14- 

4 

Venereal  Warts 

3 

Totals 

821 

562 

68 

52 

Stated  Ages  of  Persons  Notiitep. 


Unknown  or  unstated 

47 

35  to  40  years 

.  .  130 

1  to  5  years 

17 

40  to  45  years  ' 

.  .  ■  59 

5  to  10  years 

9 

45  to  50  years 

.  .  38 

10  to  15  years 

2 

50  to  55  years 

.  .  18 

15  to  20  years 

158 

55  to  60  years  and 

over  24 

20  to  25  years 

415 

— 

25  to  30  years 

30  to  35  years 

352 

234 

Total  . . 

.  .1,503 

7 


Sources  of  Infection  Ascribed. 

Unknown  or  unascertainable  .  .  . .  849 

Amateurs  (non-professionals)  .  .  .  .  288 

Prostitutes  unknown  .  .  .  .  .  .  264 

Prostitutes  from  houses  where  inmates  are 


examined  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  72 

Wives  . 14 

Husbands  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Black  gins  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Mothers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Fathers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  . 1,503 


Hereunder  is  a  statement  showing  the  cases 
notified  for  the  fiscal  years  1923-24  and  1924-25, 
as  well  as  a  comparative  return  showing  the 
gradual  decrease  in  the  numbers  notified  for  the 


periods  1919-20,  1920-21,  1921-22,  1922-23, 

1923-24,  1924-25:— 

_ ' _ * _  - _ _ 


•  . 

Disease. 

METROPOLITAN 

AREA. 

OUTSIDE  areas. 

1923-24 

.1924-25 

1923-24 

1924-25 

Gonorrhoea 

804 

801 

557 

542 

Syphilis  (Primary) 

74 

54 

37 

44 

Syphilis  (Secondary) 

9 

25 

6 

4 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  .  . 

2 

7 

5 

2 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary 

.  . 

.  , 

.  . 

1 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea  and  Soft  Chancre 

1 

Soft  Chancre 

1 

2 

4 

.  . 

Ulcerative  Granuloma 

,  . 

13 

18 

Venereal  Warts 

.. 

3 

Totals 

891 

889 

622 

614 

Duplicate  notifications  received  during  above 
periods  not  included. 


Disease. 

1923-24. 

1924-25. 

Gonorrhoea 

140 

155 

Syphilis  (Primary) 

12 

15 

Syphilis  (Secondary) 

1 

7 

Soft  Chancre 

2 

1 

Totals 

155 

178 

Comparative  Return  of  Notifications  Received  during  Six  Years  ended  30th  June,  1925. 


Disease. 

1919-20. 

1920-21. 

1921-22. 

1922-23. 

1923-24. 

1924-25. 

Gonorrhoea 

2,235 

1,930 

1,568 

1,491 

1,361 

1,343 

Syphilis  (Primary) 

335 

229 

145 

128 

111 

98 

Syphilis  (Secondary) 

79 

32 

19 

13 

15 

29 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  .  . 

15 

11 

8 

9 

7 

9 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary  Syphilis 

*  . 

1 

1 

Gonorrhoea  and  Soft  Chancre 

4 

3 

4 

7 

i 

Gonorrhoea  and  Ulcerated  Granuloma  .  . 

,  # 

1 

Syphilis  and  Soft  Chancre 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Syphilis  and  Venereal  Warts 

,  . 

,  , 

1 

Soft  Chancre 

146 

73 

35 

14 

5 

2 

Ulcerative  Granuloma 

2 

11 

19 

13 

18 

Venereal  Warts 

11 

8 

9 

3 

3 

Totals 

2,828 

2,287 

1,801 

1,689 

1,513 

1,503 

Male  and  Female  Clinics,  Brisbane. 

During  the  year  574  new  male  patients  and 
79  females  attended  the  Brisbane  clinics,  particu¬ 
lars  of  whom  are  included  in  the  outline  of  work 
appearing  below,  and  of  these  268  men  and  21 
women  were  reported  by  the  Medical  Officer  as 
suffering  from  venereal  disease  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  section  162  (5)  of  11  The 
Health  Acts,  1900-1922,  ” 


Summary  of  cases  notified  from  the  clinics 
during  the  past  two  years : — 


Disease. 

’ 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

I 

1923-24.  1924-25. 

1923-24. 

1924-25. 

Gonorrhoea  .  . 

269  235 

9 

12 

Syphilis  (Primary)  . . 

22  12 

3 

7 

Syphilis  (Secondary) 

7  17 

•  • 

2 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis 

2  2 

Gonorrhoea  and  Sec.  Syph. 

•  •  1 

•  • 

Soft  Chancre 

1  1 

•  * 

Totals 

301  268 

12 

21 

At  the  30th  June,  1925,  there  were  466  male 
patients  and  109  female  patients  on  the  Brisbane 
clinics  records,  comprising — 


Disease. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

Gonorrhoea 

218 

25 

Syphilis  (Primary) 

57 

16 

Syphilis  (Secondary) 

27 

2 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis 

7 

1 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary  Syphilis  .  . 
Soft  Chancre  .  . 

’  1 

1 

Not  Notifiable  or  Undiagnosed 

156 

64 

Totals 

466 

109 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  proportion  of  men  to 
women  on  the  books  is  approximately  44  to  1. 


Defaulters  from  Treatment. 

Dour  hundred  and  twenty-three  (423)  letters 
were  forwarded  to  male  clinic  defaulters  and  one 
( 1 )  to  a  female  clinic  defaulter  in  Brisbane. 
The  latter  was  subsequently  interviewed  by  the 
Police  in  this  connection  and  reattended,  whilst 
twenty-two  (22)  of  the  former  were  “written 
off”  as  they  were  not  notifiable  cases,  and  the 
letters  in  each  instance  were  returned  through 
the  Dead  Letter  Office.  One  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  (185)  males  recontinued  treatment  and 
replies  are  awaited  from  thirty-seven  (37).  The 
names  of  the  other  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
(179)  were  referred  to  the  Police,  who  advised 
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regarding  them  that  no  trace  could  be  found  of 
seventy-one  (71),  live  (5)  had  left  the  State,  one 
(1)  was  in  prison  serving  a  long  sentence,  and 
one  hundred  and  two  (102)  were  warned  (all 
recontinued  treatment) . 

In  connection  with  the  fifteen  (15)  regarding 
whom  action  by  the  Police  was  not  finalised  at 
the  date  of  last  year’s  report,  advices  to  hand 
show  that  no  trace  could  be  found  of  ten  (10), 
one  (1)  had  left  the  State,  and  the  remaining 
four  (4)  were  warned  and  subsequently  reported 
back  to  the  clinic. 

Eight  (8)  of  the  patients  attending  the  Bris¬ 
bane  Male  Clinic  were  proceeded  against  for  fail¬ 
ing  to  report  when  served  with  an  official  Form 
G,  issued  under  Regulation  9  of  “The  Venereal 
Diseases  Regulations  of  1923,”  after  they  had 
defaulted  in  treatment;  in  one  instance  two 
breaches  occurred,  making  a  total  of  nine  (9) 
charges.  Fines  amounting  to  £34  and  £7  Is.  6d. 
costs  were  imposed,  vide  summary  under  sub¬ 
heading  “Prosecutions”  below. 

One  male  patient  was  prosecuted  for  a  breach 
of  section  162  (2)  of  “  The  Health  Acts,  1900  to 
1922” — i.e.,  for  giving  a  false  name  and  address 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  clinic,  and  was  con¬ 
victed  and  fined  £1  and  3s.  6d.  costs  of  court. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  Male  and 
Female  Clinics’  operations  (Brisbane)  for  the 


period : — 

Male  consultations  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7,584 

Average  attendance  at  male  sessions — 

Evenings  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  44 

Mornings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Female  consultations  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  953 

Average  attendance  at  female  sessions — 

Mornings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Afternoons  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

New  male  cases  notified  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  268 

New  male  cases  not  notified  .  .  .  .  .  .  306 

New  female  cases  notified  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

New  female  cases  not  notified  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

Blood  specimens  from  males  .  .  .  .  .  .  463 

Blood  specimens  from  females  .  .  .  .  .  .  68 

N ovarsenobillon  administered — 

Males  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  608 

Females  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64 

Trepol  administered — 

Males  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

Females  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Neo-trepol  administered — - 

Males  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Females  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

Bismol  administered — 

Males  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Females  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Muthanol  administered — 

Males  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Females  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  nil 

Bismuthoidol  administered — 

Males  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Females  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  nil 

Smears  from  male  patients  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,790 

Smears  from  female  patients  .  .  .  .  .  .  447 

Massages  (prostatic) — Males  only  .  .  .  .  15,571 

Irrigations — Males  only  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50,811 

Certificates  of  cure  or  apparently  free  from 
disease  issued — 

Males  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  140 

Females  .  .  .  ■  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 


During  the  past  twelve  months  there  have  been 
8,537  consultations  (male  and  female)  at  the 
clinic.  This  does  not  mean  8,537  different 
patients,  but  represents  the  total  number  of  con¬ 
sultations  for  the  year.  Of  the  above  number  the 
ratio  of  males  to  females  is  as  8  to  1 ;  that  is  to 
say,  male  patients  preponderate  considerably  in 
their  attendance  at  the  clinic. 


Treatment  of  Prostitutes. 

William  Street  Examining  Booms. 

During  the  year  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
(720)  examinations  of  prostitutes  were  conducted 
at  these  rooms,  and  in  two  hundred  and  forty- 
three  (243)  instances  official  Forms  II  were 
issued  in  accordance  with  Regulation  10  of  ‘ 1  The 
Venereal  Diseases  Regulations  of  1923”  to 
obtain  the  women’s  compliance  with  the  law. 
Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  (2,160) 
smears  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  (294) 
bloods  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  exami¬ 
nation  and  as  a  result  twenty-six  (26)  women 
were  detained  in  the  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital, 
South  Brisbane.  From  the  latter  institution 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  (768)  smears  and 
thirty -five  (35)  bloods  were  examined  at  the 
Departmental  Laboratory. 

Twenty-eight  (28)  prostitutes  were  treated  at 
the  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital  (including  a 
readmission  from  gaol)  in  addition  to  the  eight 
(8)  remaining  on  the  30th  June,  1924,  and  of 
the  thirty-six  (36)  thirty -three  (33)  were  duly 
discharged  on  the  certificate  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  leaving  three  (3)  in  the  institution  at  the 
date  of  this  report.  An  order  for  the  detention 
of  another  was  obtained  but  not  executed,  as  she 
could  not  be  located  by  the  Police  authorities, 
whilst  one  (1)  had  absconded  from  Toowoomba 
after  an  order  had  been  issued  by  the  local  Police 
Magistrate,  and  after  apprehension  in  this  city 
was  sent  to  the  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital. 


A  summary  of  the  detention  of  women  of  this 
class  at  the  respective  centres  throughout  the 
State  during  the  fiscal  year  under  review  is : — - 


,  Ot>  TJH 

■  •§  sss 

«  tb  * 

J2.S  o 

hi 

a  “S 

Centre. 

£  o  g 

Ph  ^ 

s  a  §3 

rC  £  fH 

o  X  O 

.2°P-< 

Q 

CO  - 

8-g  S 

«  5 

Brisbane  .  .  ^ 

8  in  Y.I.H. 

1  in  gaol 

}9 

27 

33 

3 

Bowen 

Cairns 

v 

1 

1 

Charters  Towers.  . 
Innisfail  . . 

Longreach 

Mackay 

Rockhampton 

2 

3 

5 

Toowoomba 

1 

7 

6 

,2 

Townsville 

4 

10 

12 

'2 

Total . . 

16 

48 

56 

8 

Two  orders  obtained  for  the  detention  of  pros¬ 
titutes  at  Toowoomba  were  not  executed  as  the 
women  could  not  be  found ;  another  was  located 
in  Brisbane  and  sent  to  the  Venereal  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Detention  of  Persons  other  than  Prostitutes. 

One  male  (aboriginal)  was  admitted  to  the 
Cairns  Hospital  on  an  order  issued  by  a  Police 
Magistrate,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
section  164  of  “  The  Health  Acts ,  1900  to  1922,” 
suffering  from  gonorrhoea  and  died  there. 

Twelve  (12)  male  and  one  (1)  female 
prisoners  were  detained  on  orders  issued  under 
section  164  (2)  (c)  of  the  Acts  above  mentioned 
by  visiting  justices,  and  of  these  four  (4) 
remained  in  gaol  at  the  30th  June,  1925 — i.e., 
one  (1)  in  Stewart’s  Creek  and  three  (3)  in 
II. M.  Prison,  Brisbane.  Of  the  thirteen  (13) 
seven  (7)  were  suffering  from  gonorrhoea,  three 
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(3)  from  syphilis,  and  urethral  smears  from  the 
remaining  three  (3)  showed  the  presence  of 
“over  50  per  cent,  polymorphonuclear  leuco¬ 
cytes”  which  for  the  purposes  of  the  section 
named  is  venereal  disease. 


Certificates  of  Cure  or  apparently  free  from 
Disease  received  during  period  1st  July,  1924, 
to  30th  June,  1925. 


Metro¬ 

politan 

Area. 

Outside 

Areas. 

Total. 

Brisbane  Clinic,  Males 

140 

140 

Brisbane  Clinic,  Females  .  . 

4 

4 

Venereal  Isolation  Hospital,  South 
Brisbane 

33 

33 

Prisoners 

8 

1 

9 

Private  Medical  Practitioners 

500 

291 

791 

Hospital  Practitioners 

.18 

215 

233 

Totals 

703 

507 

1,210 

Official  Notices  Issued  on  Persons  to  whom  Infec¬ 
tion  was  Ascribed  or  who  Defaulted  in 
Medical  Treatment  whilst  Suffering  from 
Venereal  Disease. 

Form  G  (V.D.  Regulation  9). — Sixty-three 
(63)  of  these  were  issued  during  the  year,  fifty- 
seven  (57)  in  the  metropolitan  and  six  (6)  at 
outside  centres.  In  respect  of  the  latter — they 
were  all  male  defaulters — five  (5)  reported  back 
as  directed,  and  one  (1)  form  was  not  served 
in  time  (a  fresh  one  was  issued  in  July).  The 
metropolitan  total  included  forty-six  (46)  males 
who  had  been  notified  for  defaulting  in  medical 
treatment  and  previously  warned  in  this  regard, 
as  well  as  eight  (8)  female  defaulters  and  three 
(3)  women  suspected  of  suffering  from  venereal 
disease.  As  a  result  thirty  (30)  males  and  ten 
(10)  females  duly  reported  for  treatment,  one 
(1)  male  produced  a  certificate  of  cure,  four  (4) 
notices  were  not  served,  and  prosecutions  were 
instituted  against  eleven  (11)  men  and  one  (1) 
woman  for  failing  to  comply  with  the  official 
order.  (Particulars  in  this  connection  are  sum¬ 
marised  under  heading  “Prosecutions.”)  Of 
the  suspect  women  one  (1)  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  gonorrhoea  and  continued  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  clinic,  whilst  the  other  two  (2)  were 
apparently  free  from  venereal  disease. 

Form  F  ( V.D.  Regulation  8  and  Section  164 
(1),  Health  Acts,  1900-22). — Three  of  these 
notices  were  issued  on  females,  all  resident  out¬ 
side  of  the  metropolitan  area  and  to  whom  infec¬ 
tion  had  been  ascribed  by  male  patients  under 
treatment.  As  a  result  one  (1)  was  found  to  be 
negative  of  the  disease  and  two  (2)  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing  from  gonorrhoea ;  the  latter  placed  themselves 
under  medical  treatment  accordingly. 

Persons  Notified  for  Failing  to  Continue  Medical 
Treatment  whilst  Suffering  from  Venereal 
Disease. 

Section  162  (6),  Health  Acts,  1900-22. — 
Exclusive  of  those  notified  from  the  Brisbane 
Male  and  Female  Clinics,  two  hundred  and  forty- 
six  (246)  defaulters  were  notified  in  accordance 
with  section  162  (6)  of  the  Health  Acts  during 


the  year.  Of  these  one  hundred  and 

sixty-five 

(165.)  were  written  to  and  warned 

of  their 

responsibilities  in  the  matter  with  the 

following 

results : — 

Reported  back  for  treatment 

14 

Produced  certificates  of  cure 

15 

Left  the  State 

1 

Detained  in  prison  .  . 

1 

In  Reception  House  .  . 

1 

Referred  to  police  for  inquiry 

.  116* 

Replies  awaited  from 

17 

Total  . 

.  165 

*  The  Police  were  also  communicated  with  direct  in 

consequence  of  insufficient  particulars  being 

obtainable 

regarding  seventy-nine  (79)  of  the  persons 

in  question, 

and  the  result  of  their  inquiries  respecting  the  19o 

individuals  was — 

Warned 

45 

Not  traced 

48 

Left  the  State 

9 

Certificates  of  cure  produced  by  .  . 

33 

Inquiries  continuing  re 

60 

Total 

.  195 

In  connection  with  the  twenty -three  (23) 
inquiries  on  hand  by  the  Police  at  the  1st  July, 
1924,  vide  last  Annual  Report,  -reports  since  to 
hand  show  that  seven  (7)  could  not  be  traced, 
four  (4)  produced  certificates  of  cure,  two  (2) 
were  ascertained  to  have  left  Queensland,  and 
the  remaining  ten  (10)  were  warned  and  duly 
reported  back  for  medical  treatment. 

The  protector  of  Aboriginals  was  written  to  in 
connection  with  two  (2)  female  aboriginals  noti¬ 
fied  as  defaulters ;  one  could  not  be  traced  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  other  to  con¬ 
tinue  treatment  for  her  complaint  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

A  summary  of  the  defaulters  reported  through¬ 
out  the  State  and  the  action  taken  regarding 
them  is  shown  hereunder : — 


Notified  from — 

Male  Clinic,  Brisbane  .  .  .  .  .  .  423 

Female  Clinic,  Brisbane  .  .  .  .  1 

Other  defaulters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  246 

Total  for  year  . .  .  .  .  .  670 


Letters  to  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  554 

Summary. 

Reported  back  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  199 

■Certificates  of  cure  held  by  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Written  off  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Left  State  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

In  prison  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

In  Reception  House  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Replies  outstanding  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  54 

Referred  to  Police  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  261 


Total  . 554 


Direct  to  Police  because  of  previous 

warning  or  insufficient  addresses,  &c.  114 

Total  referred  to  Police  therefore  .  .  375 

Summary  of  Police  Action. 

Warned  and  reported  back  .  .  .  .  148 

No  trace  of  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  119 

Left  the  State  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Certificates  of  cure  held  by  .  .  .  .  33 

Prisoners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Inquiries  proceeding  re  . .  .  .  .  .  60 


Total  .  .  .  .'  .  .  .  .  375 

Referred  to  Protector  of  Aboriginals  direct  2 
i.e.,  warned  and  continued  treatment  1 
no  trace  of  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  .  .  .  .  2 
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PROSECUTIONS. 

For  breaches  of  the  Health  Acts  relating  to 
venereal  disease  and  the  Venereal  Diseases  Regu 
lations  of  1923  informations  were  laid  against 


thirteen  (13)  males  and  twelve  (12)  females, 
and  a  charge  against  a  female  (V.D.  Reg.  9) 
pending  at  30th  June,  1924,  was  proceeded 
with : — 


Breach  of. 


Metropolitan  Area — 

Section  162  (2)  Health  Acts 
V.D.  Regulation  9 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto  .  . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto  (pending  at  30th  June,  1924) 
ditto 

V.D.  Regulation  10 
ditto 

ditto  .  . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Outside  Areas — 

V.D.  Regulation  9 
V.D.  Regulation  10 
ditto 


Totals 


Sex. 

lief.  No. 

Result. 

Fine. 

Costs. 

£  s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

M 

1 

1  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

M 

2 

3  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

M 

3 

5  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

M 

4 

3  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

M 

5 

10  0  0 

3 

6 

6 

M 

6 

3  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

M 

7 

3  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

M 

8 

5  0  0 

2 

10 

6 

M 

9 

Withdrawn 

,  . 

M 

10 

2  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

M 

11 

2  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

M 

12 

3  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

F 

13 

5  0  0 

2 

5 

6 

F 

14 

0  14  6 

2 

5 

6 

F 

15 

1  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

F 

16 

2  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

F 

17 

Withdrawn 

.  . 

F 

18 

ditto 

,  , 

F 

19 

ditto 

F 

20 

3  0  0 

2 

5 

6 

F 

21 

1  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

F 

22 

Withdrawn 

.  , 

F 

23 

3  0  0 

• 

0 

3 

6 

M 

24 

10  0  0 

0 

3 

6 

F 

25  I 

Convicted 

0 

3 

6 

F 

26 

Withdrawn 

Left  State 

•  • 

£65  14  6 

£15 

6 

0 

On  the  4th  April,  1925,  the  following  para¬ 
graph  was  added  to  Regulation  14  (1)  of  “The 
Venereal  Diseases  Regulations  of  1923,”  vide 
“Government  Gazette”  No.  10,  folio  1643: — 

“Every  medical  practitioner  shall,  when 
required  by  the  Commissioner,  supply  to 
him  the  name  and  address  of  any  person 
attended  or  treated  by  him  who  is  suffering 
from  venereal  disease  and  whose  occupation 
is  carrying,  delivering,  manufacturing,  pre¬ 
paring,  or  otherwise  handling  any  food 
intended  for  consumption  by  any  other 
person.  ’  ’ 

Members  of  the  medical  profession  throughout 
the  State  were  circularised  accordingly,  and  a 
male  cook  in  the  metropolitan  area  was  inter¬ 
viewed  and  complied  with  a  request  that  he  cease 
work  until  in  receipt  of  an  official  certificate  of 
cure  or  apparently  free  from  disease. 

Opportunity  was  taken  when  procuring  a  fresh 
stock  of  notification  forms  “A”  to  include  on  the 
inside  cover  the  requirements  of  the  law  regard¬ 
ing  the  attendance  of  patients  suffering  from 
venereal  disease,  as  well  as  additional  informa¬ 
tion  in  this  connection  which  should  prove  of 
assistance  to  medical  practitioners,  and  obviate 
the  necessity  of  constantly  reminding  them  of 
their  obligations  in  this  regard,  particularly 
those  resident  outside  of  Brisbane. 

SANITATION. 

The  extension  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Supply  and  Sewerage  Board’s  mains  to  addi¬ 
tional  centres  of  the  metropolitan  area  is  proceed¬ 
ing  steadily,  but  so  far  the  work  has  not  materi¬ 
ally  affected  the  incidence  of  disease,  neither  has 
it  appreciably  decreased  any  nuisances  caused  by 


the  absence  of  proper  drainage,  those  of  Break¬ 
fast  Creek  and  Kingfisher  Creek  being  still  in 
existence. 

A  constant  source  of  complaint  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  is  the  absence  of  proper  drainage  facilities. 
This  is  a  hard  problem  to  cope  with  as  the  city 
is  so  rapidly  extending,  more  particularly  in  the 
residential  area,  suburbs  are  being  continually 
extended,  and  in  many  cases  estates  are  being 
subdivided  for  residential  purposes  and  built 
upon  before  any  drainage  facilities  are  made 
available. 

Some  of  the  Local  Authorities  have  not  perhaps 
been  altogether  to  blame  for  not  dealing  with 
the  matter  as  lack  of  funds  precluded  such 
action. 

The  Greater  Brisbane  Council  should,  how¬ 
ever,  be  able  to  take  action  to  arrange  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  drainage  system,  in  advance  of  buildings 
being  erected,  and  also  to  prevent  the  erection  of 
buildings  in  unsuitable  localities. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  shows 
that  7024  chains  of  covered  sewers,  2,0124  chains 
of  water-channels,  and  38^  open  inverts  were 
constructed  during  the  year.  Extensive  drain¬ 
age  schemes  are  also  in  course  of  construction 
in  many  of  the  country  towms  which  should 
result  in  a  decided  improvement  in  such  places. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  sanita¬ 
tion  advancement  in  many  country  areas  by  the 
installation  of  fiy-proof  cabinets  and  the  further 
adoption  of  garbage  removal  services.  Local 
Authorities  are  as  a  rule  apathetic  in  health 
matters,  but  I  desire  to  place  on  record  an  in¬ 
stance  of  the  activity  of  one  rural  Shire  Council 
who  were  advised  to  install  a  garbage-removal 
system  in  one  centre,  and  who  were  so  satisfied 
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with  its  success  and  the  consequent  decrease  in 
the  incidence  of  disease  that  they  forced  a  similar 
improvement  on  a  second  centre,  although  not 
requested  to  do  so  by  this  Department.  Further, 
in  this  connection  the  chairman  pointed  out  to 
me  that  recurring  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and 
diphtheria  each  year  became  a  heavy  drain  on 
the  local  funds,  amounting  to  between  £50  and 
£60  per  month,  but  since  carrying  out  require¬ 
ments  with  regard  to  enforcing  fly-proofing  of 
cabinets,  a  weekly  garbage  service,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  certificated  inspector  for  the 
contiguous  areas,  no  cases  of  the  two  diseases 
referred  to  have  occurred,  and  for  a  period  of 
eight  months  not  one  penny  was  paid  for  treat¬ 
ment  of  infectious  diseases.  This  result  can  only 
be  described  as  most  satisfactory,  and  encourages 
me  to  insist  on  having  frequent  inspections  by 
men  who  understand  the  dangers  attending  local 
apathy.  With  a  continuous  chain  of  certificated 
inspectors  throughout  the  Local  Authorities’ 
areas  I  am  hopeful  that  elsewhere  similar  results 
will  take  place,  and  that  the  incidence  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  in  Queensland  will  each  year  be 
lessened  and  the  cost  to  Local  Authorities  of  the 
upkeep  of  infectious  wards  in  hospitals  be 
reduced  to  a  minimum.  Much  suffering  will  thus 
be  abated  and  many  lives  saved  to  the  com¬ 
munity. 

We  might  well  copy  from  our  American 
cousins  the  slogan  ‘  ‘  Health  is  purchasable,  ’  ’  and 
by  a  small  outlay  reap  a  good  harvest  by  having 
a  healthy  community. 

Rat  destruction  work  has  been  carried  out  in 
the  principal  seaport  towns,  not  only  by  the 
Department  but  also  by  the  Local  Authorities, 
the  total  number  of  rats  and  mice  destroyed 
amounting  to  over  80,000. 

Much  permanent  rat-proofing  work  has  also 
been  effected,  but  much  remains  to  be  done  if 
the  State  is  to  be  regarded  as  safe  from  the 
danger  of  plague  infection. 

The  return  to  ordinary  duty  of  the  inspectors 
who  had  been  temporarily  detailed  for  duty  with 
the  Metropolitan  Health  Board  enabled  addi¬ 
tional  attention  being  devoted  to  general  sanita¬ 
tion,  and  as  a  result  the  number  of  general 
inspections  has  increased  from  1,933  in  1923-24 
to  4,552  in  1924-25. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  submitted 
the  following  particulars : — 

The  development  of  the  suburban  districts  of 
the  Greater  Brisbane  area  continues  to  be  rapid, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table : — 


Local  Authority. 

Number  of  New  Houses. 

Total 

for 

Three 

Years. 

1922-23. 

1923-24. 

1924-25. 

Brisbane 

223 

154 

96 

473 

South  Brisbane 

134 

116 

83 

333 

Hamilton 

142 

98 

134 

374 

Ithaca 

166 

281 

226 

673 

Windsor 

250 

221 

204 

675 

Toowong 

170 

150 

151 

471 

Stephens 

204 

260 

344 

808 

Toombul 

187 

198 

143 

528 

Coorparoo 

224 

198 

242 

664 

Balmoral 

86 

120 

130 

336 

Enoggera 

62 

91 

84 

237 

Kedron 

65 

150 

147 

362 

Sherwood 

47 

106 

103 

256 

Taringa 

33 

42 

61 

136 

Belmont 

30 

20 

23 

73 

Sandgate 

118 

110 

79 

307 

Wynnum 

90 

112 

116 

318 

2,231 

2,427 

2,366 

7,024 

The  development  of  these  residential  districts 
has  a  very  important  bearing  on  public  health, 
and  calls  for  a  definite  policy  in  the  planning, 
laying  out,  and  the  provision  of  hygienic  con¬ 
ditions,  and  also  for  a  much  stricter  supervision 
and  control  over  the  erection  and  construction 
of  dwellings. 

A  number  of  Local  Authorities  throughout  the 
State  are  having  extensive  drainage  schemes 
planned.  The  following  towns  will  benefit  should 
such  schemes  materialise  : — Atherton,  Malanda, 
Innisfail,  Richmond,  Winton,  Longreaeh,  Ayr, 
Ilomehill,  Blackall,  Landsborough,  Coolangatta, 
Burleigh,  Laidley,  Roma,  Stanthorpe,  Barcal- 
dine,  Charleville,  and  Southport. 

In  the  metropolitan  area  there  are  a  number 
of  drainage  schemes  which  will  shortly  be  under 
construction.  The  Stephens  Shire  Council  have 
three  such  schemes  which  will  cost  approximately 
£17,500.  The  Balmoral  Shire  Council  contem¬ 
plate  an  expenditure  of  nearly  £12,000  for 
sewerage  and  drainage  works.  The  Coorparoo 
Shire  Council  have  a  scheme  for  general  drain¬ 
age  for  the  Racecourse  Estate  which  will  cost 
about  £1,500. 

The  drainage  and  sewerage  works  constructed 
during  the  year  are  tabulated  hereunder 


Local  Authority. 

Street 

Water 

Channels. 

Covered  in 
Sewers. 

Open 

Inverts. 

Brisbane 

Chains. 

308 

Chains. 

29 

South  Brisbane 

800 

225 

Hamilton 

Ithaca 

236 

28 

Windsor 

221 

340 

Toowong 

10 

,  , 

Stephens 

.  . 

.  . 

Toombul 

286 

Coorparoo 

5 

.  . 

Enoggera 

,  , 

Kedron 

13i 

9  # 

Sherwood 

,  , 

Taringa 

93 

42 

321 

Belmont 

,  , 

Sandgate 

5 

33 

6 

Wynnum 

35 

Balmoral 

2,0121 

7021 

381 

The  number  of  premises  connected  up  to  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage 
Board’s  sewers  at  3rd  -July,  1925,  numbered 
3,974. 

Three  special  inquiries  were  conducted  by 
officers  of  the  Department  into  the  working  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  nightsoil  and  garbage  removal 
services  at  Redbank,  and  certain  recommenda¬ 
tions  were  made  to  the  Council  for  improve¬ 
ments.  \ 

Investigation  was  made  into  the  system 
employed  in  conducting  the  nightsoil  and  garb¬ 
age  removal  services  in  the  Kedron  Shir^  area, 
and  recommendations  were  made  for  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  area  to  be  covered  by  these  services. 

Samples  of  dust  were  obtained  from  the  Whin- 
stanes  Ginnery,  North  Brisbane  Gas  Co.’s  Works, 
Newstead ;  the  State  Sawmills,  Newstead ;  and 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  cement  works  at  Darra. 
All  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Government 
Analyst,  who  submitted  his  reports  on  same. 

Sanitary  contracts  from  Local  Authorities 
were  submitted  to  the  Department  for  approval. 
These  were  perused,  and  alterations  and  amend¬ 
ments  made  where  such  were  required  to  bring 
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them  into  conformity  with  the  Commissioner's 
requirements.  The  following  contracts  were 
dealt  with: — 

Shires  of  Wyangerie,  Ilinchinbrook,  Cabool- 
ture,  Noosa,  Yeerongpilly,  Beaudesert,  Ingham, 
Sherwood,  Tarampa,  Beenleigh,  Coomera,  Water¬ 
ford,  Tambourine,  Maroochy;  Towns  of  South- 
port,  Beaudesert,  Townsville,  Dalby,  Gympie. 

Sanitary  sites  were  inspected  anti  approved  of 
for  Nerang,  Maroochy  (lore,  Gatton,  Gympie  Ter¬ 
race,  Taroom,  Strathpine. 

Pumps  for  disinfecting  purposes  were  selected 
and  ordered  for  the  following  Councils : — South- 
port,  Eidsvclcl,  Murgon,  Charters  Towers,  and 
Croydon. 

All  seaside  resorts  were  subjected  to  inspec¬ 
tion  prior  to  the  holiday  seasons,  and  special 
attention  was  given  to  the  provision  of  conveni¬ 
ences  for  holiday  makers. 

The  disposal  of  waste  from  the  butter  fac¬ 
tories  at  Kingaroy  and  Oakey  have  caused 
considerable  nuisance  and  trouble.  Inspections 
were  made  and  reports  submitted  on  the  subject. 

An  inspection  was  made  and  a  report  sub¬ 
mitted  on  the  drainage  of  the  Merrimac  Swamp, 
iii  the  Nerang  Shire,  and  also  on  drainage  matters 
at  Beenleigh  and  Southport. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
within  the  metropolitan  area  numbered  1,050. 
In  each  case  disinfection  was  promptly  carried 
out.  Forty-five  railway  carriages  were  also 
disinfected. 


The  following  materials  were  used  in  disin¬ 
fecting  1,176  rooms: — - 

Formalin — 

Liquid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,824  oz. 

Tabloids  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17,069 


M.O.H. 


6,626  oz. 


Spirits 


5,740  oz. 


Specimens  of  mosquitoes,  flies,  and  other 
insects  and  vermin  have  been  submitted  from 
various  sources  during  the  year  for  identifica¬ 
tion  purposes.  These  were  examined  and  species 
determined  by  Inspector  Buhot. 

Inspector  Buhot  has  been  carrying  on  experi¬ 
ments  with  the  aquatic  plant  known  as 
“  Charaseie,’  ’  in  order  to  find  out  its  value  as 
a  mosquito  “preventer.”  So  far  the  experi¬ 
ments  have  proved  successful,  and  this  officer  has 
discovered  that  where  this  plant  flourishes  the 
water  is  kept  entirely  free  from  mosquito  larvae. 
The  experiments  are  being  continued. 

Tours  of  inspection  were  carried  out  by  officers 
from  Headquarters  as  detailed  hereunder  : — 


Chief  Inspector  Simpson. 

Landsborough,  Beerwah,  Beerburrum,  Maleny, 
Coolangatta,  Brookfield,  and  Nerang. 

Consultation  was  held  with  the  Landsborough 
Shire  Council  regarding  sanitary  services  and 
other  matters  relating  to  health  administration. 

At  Maleny  the  contentious  question  of  a  site 
for  a  sanitary  depot  was  gone  into  and  a  site 
selected.  / 

The  inspection  at  Nerang  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  reporting  on  the  drainage  of  the 
Merrimac  Swamp  country. 


Inspector  Dudley. 

(11th  March  to  28th  May,  1925.) 

Rosewood,  Marburg,  Grandches.ter,  Gatton, 
Warra,  Chinchilla,  Taroom,  Miles,  Yeulba,  Roma, 
Muckadilla,  Amby,  Charleville,  Wyandra, 
Cunnamulla,  Thargomindah,  Quilpie,  Adavale, 
Augathella,  Morven,  Mitchell.  Mileage  travelled, 
2,638. 

Inspector  Dudley  visited  Peel  Island  on  ten 
occasions  for  inspection  purposes.  At  Nerang 
and  Maroochydore  sites  were  selected  fpr  estab¬ 
lishing  sanitary  depots  for  these  areas. 

This  officer’s  report  states  that  the  garbage 
removal  service  has  been  improved  at  Laidley 
by  the  Council  enforcing  the  use  of  standard 
size  rubbish  bins.  > 

At  Rosewood  and  Marburg  the  Council  have 
decided  on  the  recommendation  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  to  initiate  garbage  removal  services.  Night- 
soil  services  will,  in  the  near  future,  be  established 
at  Walloon  and  Thagoona. 

Action  has  been  taken  by  the  Tarampa  Shire 
Council  to  enforce  the  installation  of  fly-proof 
cabinet  pansteads  at  Gatton. 

The  Booringa  Shire  Council  are  making  a 
determined  attempt  to  eradicate  the  mosquito 
pest  by  having  all  tanks  protected  with  regula¬ 
tion  mosquito  screens. 

Inspector  Cato. 

(3rd  March  to  15th  June,  1925.) 

Beenleigh,  Southport,  Nerang,  Mudgeeraba, 
Coolangatta,  West  Burleigh,  Burleigh  Heads, 
Oxenford,  Coomera,  Beaudesert,  Lamington, 
Logan  Village,  Tambourine,  Canungra.  Mile¬ 
age  travelled :  Rail  232,  motor  80,  coach  2. 

The  inspector  reported  that  a  most  marked 
improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the 
majority  of  these  townships  has  taken  place,  due 
in  large  measure  to  the  recent  appointments  of 
certificated  inspectors. 

Inspector  Mason. 

(14th  October  to  24th  December,  1924.) 

Caloundra,  Maroochydore,  Nambour,  Tewan- 
tin,  Gympie,  Maryborough,  Bundaberg,  Gin 
Gin,  Mount  Perry,  Childers,  Cordalba,  Isis 
Junction,  Howard,  Burrum,  Pi  alba,  Scarness, 
Torquay,  Urangan.  Mileage  travelled:  Rail 
664,  motor  132. 

Inspector  McNeill. 

(15tli  October  to  24th  November,  1924.) 

Kalbar,  Harrisville,  Boonah,  Fernvale, 
Lowood,  Coominya,  Esk,  Toogoolawah,  Moore, 
Linville,  Benarkin,  Blackbutt,  Yarraman, 
Nanango,  Kingaroy,  Wooroolin,  Tingoora, 
Murgon,  Goomeri,  Kilkivan,  AVoolooga,  Biggen- 
den,  Degilbo,  Eidsvold,  Mundubbera,  Gayndah. 

(13th  May  to  2nd  June,  1925.) 

Torbanlea,  Bundaberg,  Maryborough,  Gympie, 
Cooran,  Pomona,  Gympie  Terrace,  Maroochy¬ 
dore,  Maleny,  Caloundra.  Mileage  travelled: 
Rail  1,256,  motor  65. 

In  the  reports  submitted  by  this  officer  it  is 
recorded  that  a  fairly  high  standard  of  sanita¬ 
tion  has  been  reached  in  a  number  of  the  towns 
visited,  and  those  deserving  special  mention 
are  Esk,  Toogoolawah,  Murgon,  Goomeri,  and 
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Kilkivan.  The  last  two  named  towns  are  in 
advance  of  the  others  in  that  regulation  garbage 
bins  have  been  provided  by  the  Council  to  all 
premises. 

The  sanitary  services  in  the  towns  mentioned 
are  being  well  managed  and  conducted. 

Nanango,  Kingaroy,  and  Gayndah  are  still 
in  the  same  backward  condition  as  has  been 
reported  in  previous  years.  The  various  regu¬ 
lations  are  not  being  enforced,  and  the  towns 
require  a  good  clean  up, 

Eidsvold  has  a  very  fine  sanitary  depot  and 
is  up  to  date  in  its  plant  and  equipment,  but  the 
sanitary  conveniences  within  the  town  are  far 
from  being  in  a  fly-proof  condition. 

The  Howard  Shire  Council  recently  procured 
a  loan  for  securing  and  equipping  a  sanitary 
depot  at  Torbanlea.  An  inspection  of  the  work 
was  made,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  minor 
defects  the  work  and  plant  were  passed  as  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  conditions  at  Maleny  are  as  previously 
reported.  The  nightsoil  service,  which  is  an 
urgent  necessity,  has  not  yet  been  brought  into 
vogue. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Mosquito  Regulations 
is  almost  entirely  disregarded  by  the  majority 
of  the  Councils.  The  pest  was  found  to  be  pre¬ 
valent  in  _  these  towns,  but  apathy  still  exists 
despite  this  fact.  The  Department  is  constantly 
urging  councils  to  take  action  in  this  connection. 

Inspector  Lowes. 

(14th  October  to  20th  November,  1924.) 

Zillmere,  Bald  Hills,  Strathpine,  Caboolture, 
Beerburrum,  Landsborough,  Palmwoods,  Woom- 
bye,  Nambour,  Yandina,  North  Arm,  Cooroy, 
Pomona,  Cooran,  Kilcoy,  Woodford. 

(17th  April  to  9th  May,  1925.) 

Strathpine,  Petrie,  Caboolture,  Landsborough, 
Mooloolah,  Eudlo,  Nambour,  Yandina,  Eumundi, 
Cooroy.  Mileage  travelled:  Rail  442,  motor  20. 

Inspector  Wiseman. 

(27th  October  to  16th  December,  1924.) 

Darra,  Oxley,  Bald  Hills,  Bundamba,  Red- 
bank,  Coodna,  Strathpine,  Redcliffe. 


Inspections. 


General 

.  .  3.109 

Written  complaints 

904 

Verbal  complaints  .  . 

539 

4,552 

Reinspections 

1,034 

Official  calls 

•  . 

584 

Total 

6,170 

Analysis  of  Inspections. 

Animals 

24 

Camps 

12 

Disinfections 

13 

Drainage 

549 

Dirty  premises 

156 

Infectious  diseases  .  . 

28 

Low-lying,  swampy  lands 

233 

Mosquito  infestation 

571 

Meatworks  .  . 

13 

Manure,  accumulations  of  . 

87 

Noxious  trades 

22 

Piggeries 

34 

Rubbish,  accumulations  of  . 

65 

Rubbish  tips  and  depots  .  . 

86 

Refuse .destructor  . . 

9 

Rubbish,  non-removal  of  .  . 

109 

Analysts  of  Inspections — continued. 


Eat  infestation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  g02 

Rat -proofing — 

Wharves  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  149 

River  walls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  170 

Meatworks  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  43 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  .  .  .  * "  650 

Sanitary  conveniences — 

New  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  ]g 

Sites  for  .  .  ,  .  .  .  #  t  24 

Sanitary  pans — 

Non-removal  of  ..  ..  ..  ]  03 

Leaky .  92 

Dumping  .  .  .  .  _  _  _  2 

Sanitary  depots  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3g 

Street  water-channels  .  .  .  .  .  .  121 

Stagnant  water  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  95 

Sowers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  _  _  g] 

Septic  tanks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Stables  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  ,  .  34 

Slaughter-yards  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  27 

Streams  and  watercourses,  pollution  of  .  .  50 

Schools  .  .  .  .  ,  .  ,  ,  _  _  ]5 

Smoke  nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ig 

Wharves  (general)  .  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  .  17 

Premises,  dilapidated  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Vermin  .  .  .  .  ,  .  _  _  _  _  g 

Water-closet  accommodation  .  .  .  .  4 


Total  .  ..  4,552 


Toowoomba  and  District. 
Details  of  Inspections. 

Inspections — 


General 

.  .  418 

Written 

1 

Verbal 

10 

Reinspections 

. _ 

429 

52 

Official  calls 

15 

67 

Total  . 496 

Analysis  of  inspections — 

Animals  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  _  g 

Camps  .  .  .  .  .  ,  ’  ‘  4 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  ’  '  _  49 

Dirty  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  ’  ’  45 

Infectious  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  g 

Low-lying,  swampy  lands  .  .  .  .  * .  7 

Manure,  accumulation  of  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Mosquito  infestation  .  .  .  .  ’  ’  445 

Meatworks  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  4 

Piggeries  .  “  ’  ’  3 

Rubbish,  accumulations  of  .  .  .  .  5 

Rubbish  tips  and  depots  .  .  .  .  4 

Rubbish,  non-removal  of  .  .  .  .  .  ’  40 

Rat  infestation  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Rat-proofing  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  '  [  2 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  450 

Sanitary  pans,  leaky  .  .  .  .  _  ’  g 

Sanitary  depots  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  _  4 

Street  water-channels  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

Sewers  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  _  _  g 

Septic  tanks  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Stables  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  _  3 

Streams,  pollution  of  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  4 


Total  . 429 


Rockhampton  and  District. 

District  Inspector,  L.  E.  Butts. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  this  district  reports 
that  in  addition  to  the  execution  of  the  regular 
departmental  duties  in  Rockhampton,  which 
town  occupied  the  greater  part  of  his  time,  fifty- 
two  towns  and  townships  were  visited  and  sub¬ 
jected  to  sanitary  survey,  and  duly  reported  on 
to  the  Head  Office. 

In  his  remarks  on  the  year's  operations  he 
states  that  the  year  under  review  has  passed 
without  any  serious  outbreaks  of  disease.  In 
the  city  of  Rockhampton  there  was  a  slight 
increase  of  eight  cases.  Two  cases  of  leprosy 
were  notified  as  against  three  cases  for  the 
previous  year. 


14 


The  work  in  connection  with  the  city’s  new 
water  supply  is  progressing  at  a  satisfactory 
rate,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  so  far 
advanced  by  the  end  of  1925  that  a  good,  pure 
water  supply  will  be  reticulated  throughout  the 
area. 

A  certain  amount  of  activity  is  being  displayed 
in  the  spraying  of  gully  traps  in  order  to  mini¬ 
mise  the  mosquito  pest,  but  these  operations  do 
.not,  extend  far  enough,  as  stagnant  accumula¬ 
tions  of  water,  in  formed  and  unformed  street 
channels  as  well  as  in  other  places,  are  being 
neglected. 

At  the  instigation  of  the  Commissioner  a  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  destruction  of  rats  was  commenced 
early  this  year.  Foreman  Lambert  of  the  De¬ 
partment's  rat  gang  was  loaned  to  the  Council 
for  a  short  period  in  order  to  initiate  the  cam¬ 
paign  and  instruct  the  Council’s  gangs  in  the 
methods  adopted  in  this  class  of  work.  The 
campaign  was  vigorously  carried  out  with  good 
results,  and  permanent  rat-proofing  work  has 
been  accomplished  as  a  consequence. 

No  action  has  yet  been  taken  to  render  the 
wharves  and  river  retaining  walls  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  shipping  centre  rat-proof.  This  is  the 
danger  point,  and  neglect  in  this  respect  may 
cause  serious  consequences. 

The  sanitary  services  for  the  removal  of  night- 
soil  and  garbage  are  reported  to  be  carried  out 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Department. 

The  advancement  in  sanitary  matters  in  the 
country  towns  is  slow.  In  a  number  of  towns 
the  inspector  reports  that  a  certain  amount  of 
progress  is  noticeable,  but,  unfortunately,  there 
are  just  as  many  places  where  no  advancement 
is  reported  at  all. 

The  drainage  of  Sarina  has  been  improved 
by  the  construction  of  water  channelling. 

The  Longreach  Council  have  not  made  any 
further  progress  with  their  much-needed  drain¬ 
age  and  sewerage  scheme.  The  existing  pro¬ 
visions  for  drainage  are  anything  but  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  an  up-to-date  scheme  is  urgently 
needed. 

Operations  in  the  installation  of  fly-proof 
cabinet  pansteads  and  the  destruction  of  mos¬ 
quitoes  are  being  actively  carried  out. 

At  Emerald  a  noted  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  method  of  disposal  of  nightsoil  at 
the  depot. 

The  fly-proofing  of  sanitary  conveniences  is 
being  pushed  ahead  at  Springsure. 

Improved  methods  of  disposal  have  been 
adopted  at  the  Blair  Athol  sanitary  depot,  and 
the  regulations  are  now  being  observed  in  this 
regard. 

A  sanitary  service  has  not  yet  been  established 
at  Gracemere  despite  the  fact  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  called  upon  the  Fitzroy  Shire  Council,  after 
an  outbreak  of  typhoid  in  1922,  to  have  such  a 
service  inaugurated. 

The  Livingstone  Shire  Council  has  been  speci¬ 
ally  mentioned  and  commended  for  the  attention 
which  is  being  given  to  health  matters  within 
their  area.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  reported 
as  of  a  very  high  standard,  and  it  is  pointed  out 
that  the  high  expenditure  for  the  treatment  of 
infectious  diseases  in  past  years  has  taken  a  con¬ 
siderable  drop,  due  to  the  decrease  in  the  number 


of  cases  notified  as  a  result  of  regular  and 
systematic  attention  which  is  now  being  given  to 
health  matters. 

The  following  are  the  country  towns  which 
were  inspected  and  reported  on: — 

(14th  October  to  22nd  November,  1924.) 

Emerald,  Clermont,  Blair  Athol,  Springsure, 
Blackall,  Jericho,  Longreach,  Muttaburra,  Ilfra¬ 
combe,  Barcaldine,  Aramac,  Alpha,  Bogamtun- 
gan;  also,  Mackay  and  surrounding  district. 

Details  of  Inspections. 


Inspections — 

General  . .  . .  . .  . .  648 

Written  complaints  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Verbal  complaints  .  .  . .  .  .  63 

— —  714 

Reinspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  197 

Official  calls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  679 


Total  inspections  .  .  .  .  1,590 

Analysis  of  inspections — 

Animals  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Camps  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Disinfections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Dirty  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Infectious  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  96 

Low-lying  and  swampy  lands  .  .  . .  4 

Mosquito  infestation  .  .  , .  .  .  65 

Meatworlcs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Manure,  accumulations  of  .  .  .  .  16 

Piggeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  5 

Rubbish,  accumulations  of  .  .  .  .  28 

Rubbish  tips  and  depots  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

Rubbish,  non-removal  of  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Rat  infestation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  27 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  .  .  .  •  .  .  130 

Sanitary  conveniences  (new)  .  .  .  .  53 

Sanitary  pans — 

Non-removal  of  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

Leaky  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Sanitary  depots  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  25 

Street  water-channels  . .  .  .  .  .  51 

Stagnant  water  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Slaughter-yards  .  .  .  .  A  .  .  9 

Streams  and  watercourses,  pollution  of  .  .  8 

Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  3 

Wharves  (general)  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  6 


Total  . 714 


Townsville  and  District. 

District  Inspector,,  C.  J.  Whit  ford. 

The  district  inspector  in  liis  report  states :  It 
is  with  reluctance  that  I  have  to  report  that  the 
sanitation  of  Townsville  is  far  from  the  standard 
expected"  of  a  city  the  size  of  Townsville,  which 
has  been  called  “The  Queen  City  of  the  North.” 

The  removal  of  garbage  from  the  various 
premises  within  the  area  is  very  far  behind  the 
times,  and  is  being  disgracefully  carried  out. 
The  contract  for  this  service  was  submitted  to 
the  Department  for  approval.  A  number  of 
alterations  and  amendments  were  made  so  that 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  conduct  would 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Commissioner 
as  required  by  section  63  (2)  of  “The  Health 
Acts,  1900  to  1922.”  The  Council  were  informed 
that  the  alterations  and  amendments  must  be 
made  before  approval  could  be  given,  but  despite 
this  the  Council  signed  up  the  original  agree¬ 
ment  and  paid  no  attention  to  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  ’s  instructions. 

Adequate  provision  for  the  draining  away 
and  the  disposal  of  liquid  sewage  matters  has 
not  been  provided,  and  is  a  much-felt  want 
within  the  city.  The  street  water-channels  in 
Flinders  street  are  the  only  means  provided, 
and  almost  without  exception  all  the  premises 
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situated  in  this  street  discharge  their  foul  waste 
liquids  into  these  channels.  A  comprehensive 
sewerage  scheme  is  an  urgent  necessity. 

The  wharves  have  been  regularly  and  svs- 
tematically  inspected,  and  on  the  arrival  "in 
port  of  a  ship  from  the  East  special  and  careful 
inspection  is  made  of  the  unloaded  cargo.  With¬ 
out  exception  the  cargo  was  found  to  be  in  good 
condition. 

Two  prosecutions  under  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Regulations  were  instituted.  Convictions  re¬ 
sulted  in  both  cases.  Fines  amounted  to  £10 
with  7s.  costs. 

The  following  towns  were  inspected  by 
Inspector  Whitford : — Proserpine,  Charters 
Towers,  Ravenswood,  Ravenswood  Junction 
Giru,  Ingham.  A  distance  of  724  miles  was 
travelled  by  rail. 

During  Inspector  Wiseman’s  term,  from  1st 
July,  1924,  to  1st  October,  1924,  the  following 
inspections  were  made: — 

Drainage  ......  4 

Befuse  tips  and  depots  .  .  .  .  ’  ’  5 

Bat  infestation  .  .  _  _  ’  39 

Bat-proofing  wharves  .' .'  .' .'  .  ’  '  $ 

Sanitary  depots  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  5 

Boarding-houses  .  .  .  .  .  ,  5 

Cemeteries  .  .  .  .  .  ,  '  9 

General  .  .  .  '  '  A 


Total  .  .  .  .  _  237 

Inspector  Wiseman  inspected  Giru  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  a  sanitary  site. 


Details  of  Inspections. 

Inspections — 

General 

Written  complaints 
"Verbal  complaints 


Beinspections 
Official  calls  .  . 


(163 

25 

43 

—  731 
139 

85 

—  224 


Total  inspections  .  . 
Analysis  of  inspections — 

Animals 

Camps 

Drainage 

Dirty  premises 

Infectious  diseases 

Low-lying  and  swampy  lands 

Mosquito  infestation 

Manure,  accumulations  of  .  . 

Piggeries 

Bubbish,  accumulations  of  .  . 
Bubbish  tips  and  depots  .  . 
Bubbish,  non-removal  of 
Bat  infestation 
Bat-proofing  wharves 
Sanitary  conveniences 
Sanitary  pans — 

Non-removal  of 
Leaky 

Sanitary  depots 
Street  water-channels 
Stagnant  water 
Sewers 

Septic  tanks  .  .  ■  .  . 

Schools 


955 


4 

3 

69 

39 

25 

15 

38 

15 

2 

80 

7 

20 

105 

8 

200 

20 

7 

7 

35 

10 

4 

14 

4 


Total 


731 


Cairns  and  District. 
District  Inspector,  Wm.  Austin. 


^  The  incinerator  which  was  erected  by  the 
Cairns  Town  Council  for  the  treatment  of  night- 
soil  is  now  working  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
and  is  found  to  be  an  improvement  on  the  old 
method  of  burial  in  the  earth. 

The  rubbish  dump  is  being  conducted  in  a 
methodical  and  sanitary  manner,  and  the  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  collection  of  nightsoil  and  garbage 
is  being  executed  in  accordance  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  Department. 

The.  Council  is  very  tardy  in  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  and 
Nightsoil  Disposal  Regulations,  1922. 

Strict  supervision  and  regular  attention  have 
been  exercised  over  stables  and  premises  where 
horses  are  housed,  so  as  to  prevent  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  manure.  The  abolition  of  these  fly¬ 
breeding  grounds  is  important,  and  the  action 
taken,  in  this  respect  is  commendable.  The  sub¬ 
stitution  of  motor-cars  for  horses  is  a  great 
assistance  in  the  elimination  of  these  fiy-breed- 
ing  grounds. 

1  he  drainage  of  Cairns  is  as  good  as  can  be 
expected  under  the  prevailing  conditions.  The 
low-lying  nature  of  the  country  has  made  drain¬ 
age  a  difficult  problem. 

Flushing  and  sweeping  of  the  street  water- 
tables  is  a  regular  practice.  The  introduction 
of  grease  traps  at  premises  where  such  were 
considered  necessary  has  intercepted  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  grease  which  would  otherwise  enter  and 
foul  the  channels. 

The  town  is  reported  to  be  very  free  from  rat 
infestation,  but  preventive  measures  have  not 
ceased  nor  vigilance  relaxed  on  this  account. 
Special  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  shipping 
centre.  The  wharves  and  retaining  walls  adja¬ 
cent  thereto  are  being  regularly  and  systemati- 
cady  patrolled  by  the  Council’s  rat  man  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  dogs.  Poison  baits  are  also  being 
employed  in  the  work  of  destruction,  and  for 
this  purpose  alone  44  lb.  of  poison  made  by  the 
Department  was  used  in  making  these  baits.  The 
precautions  taken  in  this  danger  zone  appear  to 
be  well  carried  out. 

The  wharf  shed  has  been  rendered  rat-proof, 
and  the  new  wharf  now  under  construction  is 
being  erected  in  a  rat-proof  manner. 

The  warehouses  within  the  town  have  all  been 
made  rat-proof,  and  food  materials  are  stored 
m  rat-proof  rooms  and  compartments. 

The.  low-lying  swampy  localities  are  still  being 
filled  in  with  the  spoil  from  the  harbour  suction 
dredge.  These  areas  are  being  greatly  improved 
by  this  extensive  filling  in,  which  is  also  resulting 
m  the  elimination  of  large  breeding  grounds  of 
the  malaria-carrying  mosquito. 

In  the  country  districts,  the  Shires  of  Wootha- 
kata,  Eacham,  and  Walsh  are  reported  to  have 
made  good  progress  in  matters  relating  to  sani- 
tai\  affairs,  but  other  shires  within  this  division 
show  no  progress  whatever,  and  are  still  in  the 
same  backward  condition. 


Inspector  Austin  in  his  annual  comments  on 
the  administration  of  public  health  work  in 
Cairns  and  its  hinterland  advises  that  the  dis¬ 
trict  under  his  supervision  has  been  particularly 
free  from  any  outbreak  of  infectious  disease, 
and  that  the  regular  inspection  and  routine  work 
was  not  interfered  with  by  any  such  cause. 


.  The  towns  enumerated  hereunder  have  been 
visited  and  surveyed  by  the  district  inspector 
and  reports  submitted  to  the  Department  on  the 
result  of  these  inspections  .-—Stratford,  Fresh¬ 
water,  Redlynch,  Malanda,  Babinda,  Kuranda 
-  fai  eeba,  Tolga,  Kairi,  Kulara,  Yungaburra 
Reeramon,  Tarzali,  Millaa  Millaa,  Ravenshoe, 
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Atherton,  Tumoulin,  Herherton,  Watsonville, 
Bakersville,  Irvinebank,  Stannary  Hills,  Boon- 
moo,  Chillagoe,  Mnngana,  Lappa  Junction, 
Almaden,  Bamford,  Mount  Garnet,  Dimbula, 
Mount  Mulligan,  Biboolira,  Mareeba,  Mount 
Molloy,  Mossman,  Port  Douglas,  Gordonvale, 
Aloomba,  Babinda,  Innisfail,  South  Johnstone, 
Mourilyan,  Innisfail,  Kuranda,  Edmonton. 

The  inspection  of  these  towns  entailed  the 
travelling  of  1,186  miles  by  rail,  67  miles  by 
coach,  and  90  miles  by  motor-car — a  total  mile 
age  of  1,343. 


Inspections — 


Details  op  Inspections. 


General 

2,331 

Written  complaints 

5 

Verbal  complaints  .  . 

30 

— 

2,366 

Reinspections 

460 

Official  calls  .  . 

60 

Total . 

2,886 

lysis  of  inspections — 

Animals 

90 

Camps 

8 

Disinfections 

2 

Drainage 

35 

Dirty  premises 

10 

Fertiliser  works 

1 

Low-lying  swampy  lands  .  . 

12 

Mosquito  infestation 

40 

Meatworks 

2 

Manure,  accumulation  of  .  . 

10 

Piggeries 

5 

Rubbish,  accumulations  of 

20 

Rubbish  tips  and  depots 

22 

Refuse  destructor  . . 

2 

Rubbish,  non-removal  of  .  . 

20 

Rat  infestation 

150 

Rat-proofing,  wharves 

1 

Sanitary  conveniences 

1,464 

Sanitary  conveniences,  new 

35 

Sanitary  conveniences,  sites  for  .  . 

10 

Sanitary  pans,  non -removal  of 

12 

Sanitary  pans,  leaky 

30 

Sanitary  depots 

17 

Street  water  channels 

50 

Stagnant  water 

10 

Sewers 

12 

Septic  tanks 

15 

Stables  . 

221 

Slaughter  yards 

.  . 

20 

Streams  and  watercourses,  pollution 

of  .  . 

15 

Schools 

21 

Smoke  nuisances 

1 

Wharves,  general 

3 

Total 

2,366 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Food  inspection  has,  as  usual,  received  the 
close  attention  of  the  Department. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a  decided 
diminution  in  the  percentage  of  the  adulterated 
samples  of  milk  obtained  throughout  the  State. 
It  is  recorded  that  only  20  out  of  765  samples 
were  found  adulterated,  as  compared  with  33 
out  of  525  for  1924.  Nineteen  prosecutions 
were  instituted  and  convictions  were  obtained 
in  all  cases  (one  case  withdrawn).  A  record 
number  of  697  legal  samples  were  obtained 
during  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  a  promise  of  the  Minister 
to  a  deputation  which  waited  upon  him  in  regard 
to  the  milk  supply  of  Brisbane,  and  who  desired 
a  bacteriological  examination  of  this  important 


food  to  be  undertaken,  arrangements  were  made 
accordingly.  After  obtaining  the  necessary  out¬ 
fit,  a  start  was  made  in  the  early  summer  and 
during  a  period  of  three  months  129  samples 
were  submitted  to  the  Department’s  bacterio¬ 
logist. 

The  bacterial  count  varied  considerably,  some 
being  as  low  as  4,000  per  c.c.,  whilst  the  maxi¬ 
mum  count  was  7,524,000  per  c.c.,  which  latter 
was  sufficient  to  show  grave  carelessness  in  the 
handling  of  this  important  food  supply,  and  it 
was  considered  necessary  to  adopt  a  bacterial 
standard  for  milk  in  the  amended  Food  and 
Drug  Regulations.  It  was  decided,  pending 
further  investigations,  that  not  more  than 
1,000,000  micro-organisms  per  cubic  centimetre 
should  be  allowed ;  this,  of  course,  can  be  further 
reduced  as  50  per  cent,  of  the  samples  examined 
gave  under  500,000  micro-organisms  per  c.c. 

A  very  good  standard  of  liquor  has  been  noted 
throughout  the  metropolitan  area,  but  in  outside 
areas  it  was  found  necessary  to  prosecute  for 
9  adulterations.  It  must,  however,  be  pointed 
out  that  the  adulteration  consisted  only  in  the 
addition  of  water.  Food  supplies  were  well 
supervised  by  officers  of  the  staff  and  were  found 
generally  satisfactory.  Increased  attention  has 
been  given  to  restaurants,  cafes,  and  other  places 
at  which  food  is  sold,  and  proprietors  have  been 
compelled  to  strictly  observe  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations,  more  parti¬ 
cularly  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of 
contamination  of  food  by  flies  and  in  maintain¬ 
ing  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness. 

The  Government  Analyst’s  report  (Appendix 
A)  shows  that  1,370  samples  of  food  were 
examined,  of  which  783  were  legal  samples  taken 
by  inspectors  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Health  Acts. 

Advice  has  been  freely  given  to  manufacturers 
and  others  regarding  the  necessity  for  goods  pre¬ 
pared  for  sale  being  true  to  label,  and  it  is  satis¬ 
factory  to  record  that  manufacturers  generally 
have  been  willing  to  comply  with  the  reasonable 
requests  of  the  Department. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  towards 
the  adoption  of  uniform  standards  for  Aus¬ 
tralia,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  a  uniform  standard  for  foods  and 
drugs  as  well  as  labelling  will  be  achieved. 

The  carrying  out  of  the  Poisons  Regulations 
has  been  attended  to  in  the  metropolitan  area  as 
well  as  in  country  districts  visited  by  inspectors. 
It  was  found  that  the  regulations  were  being 
observed  in  a  satisfactory  manner  in  most  places. 

The  Chief  Inspector,  Division  of  Food  and 
Drugs,  has  furnished  the  following  particulars 
regarding  the  activities  of  that  section 

Unsound  Food. 

Officers  of  Headquarters  Staff  have  during  the 
period  under  review  between  them  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  withdrawal  of  100  tons  10  cwt.  1  qr. 
13  lb.  10^  oz.  of  unsound  and  deteriorated  food 
material  of  various  kinds  from  the  market  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  have  certified 
to  the  disposal  of  such  articles  in  a  manner  to 
their  satisfaction.  The  increase  in  this  list  is 
mainly  attributable  to  shipping  difficulties — 
which  have  resulted  in  heavy  spoilage  of  such 
readily  perishable  lines  as  fresh  fruit  and  vege¬ 
tables — to  breaks  down  in  cold  storage  facilities, 
and  to  damage  by  fire  and  water. 
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The  following  list  furnishes  details  of  the 
articles  concerned: — 


Particulars  of  Unsound  Foods  Destroyed 
Year  1924-25,  Headquarters. 


Nature  of  food. 
Condensed  milk 
Cocoa 

Confectionery 
Cordials 
Crab  (tinned) 
Ducks — 13. 

Eggs — 194  dozen. 
Fish- 


Tons  cwt.  qr. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


3 

1 

1 

0 

0 


3 

1 

0 

0 

0 


lb. 

12 

4 

17 

23 

0 


DURING 

OZ. 

0 

0 

104 

8 

14 


Tinned 

0 

1 

3 

3 

144 

Salmon 

0 

6 

2 

19 

‘  7$ 

Sardines 

0 

0 

1 

4 

34 

Paste 

0 

1 

0 

0 

8 

(Dried,  salted,  smoked)  — 
Bloaters  .  .  0 

r? 

i 

2 

0 

0 

Fillets 

18 

16 

0 

4 

8 

Haddock 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Herrings  (salt)  .  . 

8 

8 

2 

14 

0 

Herrings  (smoked) 

0 

2 

0 

12 

0 

Mackerel 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

Mixed  .  .  .  . 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

ruit— 

Apples 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

Cherries 

2 

0 

1 

16 

0 

Mangoes 

4 

17 

2 

0 

0 

Nectarines 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Peaches 

0 

8 

1 

0 

0 

Pears 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 

Plums 

2 

11 

0 

8 

0 

Canned  (assorted) 

0 

3 

1 

19 

0 

Dried — 

Mixed  .  , 

0 

6 

2 

0 

0 

Apples 

0 

0 

0 

14 

0 

Apricots 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Currants 

0 

0 

3 

16 

0 

Dates 

0 

0 

0 

27 

0 

Peaches 

0 

0 

1 

21 

0 

Pears 

0 

0 

1 

25 

0 

Muscatels 

0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

Raisins 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

rish  Stew  (in  tins) .  . 

0 

0 

0 

18 

0 

ams  (assorted) 

0 

1 

0 

7 

0 

Particulars  of  Unsound  Food  Destroyed  during 
Year  1924-25,  Headquarters — continued. 


Nature  of  food. 
Olives  (in  brine)  7 

Tons  cwt.  qr. 
kegs — 5  gallons. 

lb. 

OZ. 

Babbits — 98  cases. 

Tripe  .  . 

.  .  0  4 

3 

14 

0 

Vegetables — 

Onions 

. .  47  17 

0 

0 

0 

Potatoes 

.  .  6  6 

0 

0 

0 

Swede  Turnips 

.  .  6  0 

0 

0 

0 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

100  10 

1 

13 

I0i 

Sampling  of  milk 

for  purposes 

of  chemical 

analysis  was  vigorously  continued,  and  a  total 
of  622  milk  specimens  were  handed  to  the 
Government  Analyst  for  examination .  by  officers 
of  Headquarters  Staff. 

Of  this  number  68  were  unofficial  samples 
taken  or  obtained  for  survey  purposes,  and  554- 
were  official  samples  purchased  or  procured 
strictly  in  accordance  with  requirements  of  the 
Health  Acts. 

Outside  of  Brisbane  samples  were  obtained  at 
Cribb  Island,  Ipswich,  Maroochydore,  Dalby, 
Roma,  Maryborough,  Gyinpie,  Beenleigh,  South- 
port,  Coolangatta,  and  Bundaberg,  and  of  the 
total,  19  were  found  to  contain  added  water  in 
proportion  ranging  from  6-2  per  cent,  to  444 
per  cent. 

Prosecutions  were  taken  in  eighteen  instances, 
and  were  successful  in  each,  total  penalties 
imposed  amounting  to  fines  £163  13s.  and  costs 
£27  7s.  6d.  being  imposed  by  the  police 

magistrates. 

One  case  was  withdrawn  owing  to  it  being 
satisfactorily  demonstrated  that  the  seller  had 
been  victimised  by  his  supplier,  who  was  after¬ 
wards  caught  by  the  inspectors. 

The  following  list  furnishes  detailed  particu¬ 
lars  of  these  prosecutions : — - 


Prosecutions  for  Adulterated  Milk  for  Year  1924-25. — Headquarters. 


Date 

Place. 

Added 

W  ater. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

Per  cent. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1924— 

3rd  July 

Cribb  Island  .  . 

120 

25 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

3rd  July 

Cribb  Island  .  .  . 

12-0 

6 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

3rd  July 

Brisbane 

170 

10 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

29th  July 

Brisbane  (withdrawn) 

14-4 

20th  September 

Roma  .  . 

26-2 

10 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

25th  September 

Dalby  .  . 

44-4 

15 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

25th'  September 

Dalby  .  . 

150 

5 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

16th  October  .  . 

Ipswich 

9-8 

5 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

16th  October  .  . 

Ipswich 

15-3 

7 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

16th  October  .  . 

Ipswich 

12-9 

5 

0 

0 

I 

14 

6 

16th  October  .  . 

Ipswich 

15-3 

6 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

9th  December 

Brisbane 

11-6 

11 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

9th  December 

Brisbane 

11-8 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

16th  December 

Brisbane 

9-8 

9 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

1925— 

28th  J anuary 

Bundaberg 

170 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

27th  January 

Brisbane 

6-2 

8 

13 

0 

1 

7 

0 

28th  May 

Brisbane 

35-3 

15 

0 

0 

1 

14 

6 

22nd  June  .  . 

Brisbane 

23-5 

15 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

22nd  June 

Brisbane 

8-7 

3 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

Totals 

£ 

163 

13 

0 

27 

7 

6 

Averages 

8 

12 

316 

1 

8 

9-8 

Bacterial  Survey  (Milk). — In  the  early  part 
of  the  summer  of  last  year  a  start  was  made  by 
the  officers  of  Headquarters  Staff  to  ascertain 
the  bacterial  quality  of  the  milk  arriving  in  the 
city  of  Brisbane  from  the  principal  outside 
sources  of  supply. 


Specimens  were,  with  the  usual  proper  precau¬ 
tions,  obtained  by  the  inspector  from  the  milk- 
cans  immediately  upon  their  arrival  at  the 
various  railway  stations  in  the  city  of  Brisbane 
and  within  half  an  hour  delivered  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  Bacteriologist  for  examination. 


B 
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The  milks  in  question  were  all  produced 
within  a  radius  of  20  miles  of  Brisbane — the 
nearest  being  from  Indooroopillv  (4J  miles)  and 
the  farthest  from  Bundamba  (20  miles). 

The  longest  time  in  transit  was  in  the  case  of 
milk  from  Petrie,  in  which  the  cans  were  seventy- 
one  minutes  on  the  train. 

The  temperatures  of  the  milk  upon  arrival  at 
Roma  Street  Railway  Station  ranged  from  75 
deg.  F.  to  88  deg.  F. 

The  minimum  count  was  obtained  from  a  milk 
from  Strathpine  (14|  miles),  which  arrived  with 
a  temperature  of  82  deg.  F.  and  a  bacteria  con¬ 
tent  of  4,000  per  c.c.,  whilst  the  maximan  count 
(7,524,000  per  c.c.)  was  furnished  by  a  milk 
from  Lawnton  (164  miles),  which  arrived  with 
a  temperature  of  82  deg.  F. 

Considered  on  a  percentage  basis  the  speci¬ 
mens  work  out  as  follows: — 

Under—  Per  cent. 


50,000  per  e.e.  . 

.  .  13.10 

Between — 

50,000 

per  c.c. 

and 

100,000 

.  .  10.07 

100,000 

per  c.c. 

and 

250,000 

.  .  13.95 

250,000 

per  c.c. 

and 

500,000 

.  .  15.50 

500,000 

per  c.c. 

and 

1,000,000 

.  .  24.13 

1,000,000 

per  c.c. 

and 

8,000,000 

.  .  23.25 

100.00 

In  addition  to  the  above — though  having  a 
direct  bearing  upon  an  investigation  of  such  a 
nature — a  further  series  of  milk  samples  pur¬ 
chased  in  various  quarters  of  the  Brisbane  metro¬ 
politan  area  from  milk-carters’  vehicles  during 
the  ordinary  course  of  delivery  were  submitted 
by  the  Government  Analyst  to  the  reductase  test. 

The  reductase  test,  I  might  add,  has  for  some 
time  been  successfully  employed  by  the  New 
Zealand  Government,  and  is  made  an  official  test 
in  the  recently  issued  Food  and  Drug  Regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Dominion. 

As  the  result  of  our  experiences  here  it  is 
proposed  to  include  the  test  in  the  State  law. 

It  is  anticipated  that  with  the  advent  of  these 
additions  to  our  present  milk  standard — which, 


viewed  from  a  chemical  standpoint,  is  strong — 
the  Department  will  be  in  a  position  that  will 
enable  it  materially  to  assist  in  improving  the 
general  quality  of  the  public  milk  supply. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  bacterial  stan¬ 
dards  of  purity  for  ice-cream  and  ices,  and  for 
pasteurised  milk  laid  down  in  our  Food  and 
Drug  Regulations  which  have  been  enforced 
with  advantage  to  consumers  of  such  articles, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  similar  provision  for 
fresh  milk  should  not  prove  equally  beneficial  if 
intelligently  and  reasonably  enforced. 

Alcoholic  Liquors. — In  the  Brisbane  metro¬ 
politan  area  an  officer  of  Headquarters  Staff 
has  exercised  strict  surveillance  over  the  bars  of 
hotels,  clubs,  racecourses,  shows,  &c.,  &c.,  and 
has,  in  addition  to  scrutinising  the  general  con¬ 
ditions  obtaining  in  such  places,  tested  all  spirits 
on  sale  by  means  of  the  hydrometer.  In  all 
country  areas  visited  by  officers  of  Headquar¬ 
ters  Staff  the  like  procedure  has  obtained,  and 
in  both  instances  samples  have  been  removed  for 
official  analysis  as  circumstances  have  appeared 
to  indicate  the  necessity. 

As  a  result  of  these  officers’  investigations  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  prosecute  for  the 
offence  of  selling  adulterated  spirits  in  six 
instances  only,  and  all  of  these  occurred  in  out¬ 
side  areas.  A  prosecution  followed  in  each  case, 
and  a  conviction  was  secured  in  every  instance. 

Total  penalties  amounted  to  fines  £29  and 
costs  £7  7s.,  or  an  average  fine  of  £4  16s.  8d., 
and  average  costs  £1  4s.  6d. 

The  adulterations  detected  consisted  in  the 
addition  of  water  over  and  above  the  prescribed 
allowance. 

None  of  the  sophistications  observed  in  the 
past  were  encountered,  although  such  interfer¬ 
ence  was  at  times  suggested  by  individuals  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  quality  of  liquor  supplied  them 
at  certain  hotels.  Careful  investigation,  how¬ 
ever,  failed  to  demonstrate  that  in  any  single 
instance  had  liquor  of  any  kind  been  “doctored’’ 
in  the  manner  suggested.  The  following  list 
furnishes  particulars  of  prosecutions : — 


Prosecutions  for  Adulterated  Liquor  for^  the  Year  1924-25. — Headquarters. 


Date. 

Locality. 

Class  of  Liquor. 

Added 

W  ater. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

20th  September,  1924  .  . 
24th  September,  1924  . . 
25th  September,  1924  . . 
27th  January,  1925 

15th  June,  1925 

22nd  June,  1925 

Dalby  .  . 

Chinchilla 

Warra 

Scarness 

Southport 

Logan  Village  .  . 

Rum 

Rum 

Whisky 

Whisky 

Rum 

Rum 

Totals 

Averages 

Per  Cent. 
11-5 
15-8 
27-2 
7-0 
251 

9-5 

£  s.  d. 

10  0  O' 

10  0  0 

3  0  0 

1  0  0 

3  0  0 

2  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

14  6 

1  4  6 

14  6 

1  4  6 

1  4  6 

1  4  6 

96.1 

29  0  0 

7  7  0 

1601 

4  16  8 

1  4  6 

Fish  Market. — Supervision  of  fish  supplies  at 
the  State  Fish  Market,  Brisbane,  has  been  syste¬ 
matically  continued  by  Inspector  Hiddins,  who, 
in  addition  to  attendance  at  the  two  daily  sales, 
has  also  exercised  surveillance  over  shipments 
of  imported  fish  from  overseas  and  has  paid 
frequent  visits  to  local  fish  shops. 

As  a  result  of  this  officer’s  activities,  82  tons 
16  cwt.  1  qr.  18  lb.  of  unsound  fish,  as  per 
attached  table,  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  destroyed  under  official 
supervision. 


This  list  relates  only  to  “fresh”  fish  brought 
into  the  fish  market  for  sale  or  removed  from 
cold  storage  chambers,  and  does  not  include  any 
smoked,  dried,  or  canned  fish  which  are  dealt 
with  in  another  portion  of  this  report. 

Pish  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human 
Pood  from  1st  July,  1924,  to  30th  June,  1925. 


Description  of  fish. 

Tons 

cwt. 

qr. 

lb. 

Mullet 

.  .  48 

9 

2 

25 

Mixed 

.  .  10 

11 

3 

8 

Bream 

6 

13 

3 

16 

Tailor 

6 

8 

1 

13 

Whiting 

. .  5 

4 

0 

18 

19 


Fish  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human 
Food  from  1st  July,  1924,  to  30th  June,  1925 — 
continued. 


Description  of  fish. 

Tons 

cwt. 

qr. 

lb. 

Mackerel 

1 

15 

2 

4 

Flathead 

l 

1 

2 

0 

Butterfish  .  . 

0 

11 

o 

16 

Blackfish 

0 

8 

2 

3 

Scluiapper 

0 

7 

0 

20 

Cod 

0 

6 

1 

27 

Garfish 

o 

4 

0 

24 

Prawns 

0 

4 

0 

8 

Dartfish 

0 

2 

1 

20 

Squire 

0 

1 

3 

13 

Roes 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Sweetlip 

0 

0 

2 

29 

Kingfish 

.  .  -  0 

0 

2 

14 

Parrotfish 

0 

0 

2 

7 

Jewfish 

0 

0 

2 

5 

Trumpeter 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Trevally 

0 

0 

o 

U 

0 

Crayfish 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Crabs — 2,001 

Total 

.  .  82 

16 

i 

18 

Miscellaneous 

Prosecutions. 

Under  this  heading  is  included  a  number  of 
prosecutions  undertaken  by  officers  of  Head¬ 
quarters  Staff  for  a  variety  of  offences  under  the 
Health  Acts  and  regulations  made  thereunder. 

Perusal  of  accompanying  list  of  cases  will  serve 
to  indicate  that  stress  has  been  laid  by  the 
inspectors  upon  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Regulations  and  of  the  Milksellers’ 
Regulations  relating  to  the  storage,  sale,  and 
delivery  of  such  articles. 

Endeavour  lias  been  made  to  secure  the  pro¬ 
tection  from  Hies  and  dust  of  contaminable  foods 
in  shops  and  open  places,  to  ensure  that  such 
foods  are  not  kept  in  sleeping-rooms  or  in  places 
having  direct  communication  with  sleeping- 
rooms,  that  unsuitable  basements  are  not  used 
as  kitchens  or  dining-rooms,  and  that  food 
material  of  all  kinds  is  protected  from  the  ravages 
of  rats,  vermin,  and  insects. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  crockery  and  tableware  at  restaurants 
and  hotels,  as  well  as  to  the  glass-washing  and 
other  arrangements  on  such  premises,  and  to  the 


conditions  obtaining  in  bakehouses — work  upon 
which  wras  commenced  last  year,  as  indicated  in 
my  annual  report  for  1923-24. 

In  connection  with  the  important  question  of 
the  cleansing  of  glasses  used  in  serving  the  public 
in  hotel  bars,  I  would  remark  that,  as  the  result 
of  inspections  made  of  some  seventy  hotels  in 
the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area,  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  glass-washing  facilities  were  in  a  number 
of  instances  inadequate. 

In  consequence  a  regulation  which  will  enable 
an  inspector  to  insist  upon  the  provision  of 
mechanical  glass-washing  apparatus  whenever  he 
considers  same  necessary  in  any  hotel  bar  was 
framed  for  inclusion  in  the  amendments  to  exist¬ 
ing  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  at  present  under 
review. 

The  proposed  regulation  also  requires  that 
every  such  apparatus  shall  be  capable  of  washing 
a  glass — inside  and  out — including  the  rim,  in  the 
one  operation,  and  that  it  shall  be  maintained 
by  the  user  at  all  times  in  a  state  of  efficient 
action  and  repair.  In  this  regulation  the  use  of 
a  brush  in  a  mechanical  glass-washer  is  pro¬ 
hibited. 

Besides  the  minor  offences  disclosed  in  the 
following  list  will  be  observed  two  prosecutions 
in  respect  of  shortweight  bread,  two  cases  relating 
to  the  sale  of  unsound  foods  (prunes  and 
bananas),  one  case  relating  to  the  sale  of  tincture 
of  iodine  adulterated  with  methylated  spirit,  one 
case  for  manufacturing  aerated  beverages  from 
unfiltered  water,  and  two  prosecutions  against 
butchers  selling  sausages  containing  excess  pre¬ 
servative  (sulphur  dioxide).  Five  minor  cases 
were  withdrawn  and  a  caution  administered  for 
a  first  offence. 

Forty-four  persons  were  prosecuted  and  a 
conviction  obtained  in  each  instance.  The 
penalties  imposed  by  the  magistrates  totalled — • 
fines  £126  17s.  6d.,  and  costs  of  court  £24  6s.  lOd. ; 
being  an  average  fine  of  £2  17s.  8d.  and  average 
costs  1 1  s.  per  case. 

The  detailed  list  following  furnishes 
particulars: — 


Miscellaneous  Prosecutions  for  Year  1924-25 — Headquarters. 


Date. 

[ 

Place. 

Charge. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1924— 

£ 

S . 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

2nd  September .  . 

Sandgate  .  . 

Short  weight  bread 

.  . 

4 

4 

0 

0 

3 

6 

17th  September 

Charleville 

Sleeping  room  in  direct  communication 

with  shop 

.  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

17  th  September 

Charleville 

Dirty  premises 

.  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

19  th  September 

Morven 

Faulty  construction  of  bakehouse 

.  . 

10 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20th  September 

Muckadilla 

Prunes — old  and  grub  infested  .  . 

.  . 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

20th  September 

Muckadilla 

Dirty  premises 

•  • 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

24th  September 

Chinchilla.  . 

Food  exposed  to  rats  and  vermin 

.  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

25th  September 

Dalby 

Water  on  milk  cart 

.  . 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

25th  September 

Dalby 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  . . 

.  • 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

11th  November 

Brisbane  .  . 

Selling  milk  without  licence 

.  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

16th  December  .  . 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  premises 

.  . 

0 

16 

6 

0 

3 

6 

16th  December  .  . 

Brisbane  .  . 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

1 

16 

6 

0 

3 

6 

16th  December  . . 

Brisbane  .  . 

Selling  milk  without  licence 

0 

16 

6 

0 

3 

6 

1925— 

27th  January 

Brisbane  .  . 

No  lids  on  milk  measures 

.  • 

2116 

6 

0 

3 

6 

27th  January 

Brisbane  .  . 

No  lids  on  milk  measures 

.  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

27th  January 

Maryborough 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  . . 

.  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

27th  January 

Maryborough 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

.  • 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

27th  January 

Maryborough 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

27th  January 

Maryborough 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

•  • 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

27th  January 

Maryborough 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

•  • 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

27th  January 

Maryborough 

Dirty  premises 

•  • 

1 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

27  th  January 

Brisbane  . . 

No  name  on  milk  cart 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

27th  January 

Brisbane  .  . 

No  lids  on  measures 

.  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

27th  January 

Brisbane  .  . 

No  lids  on  measures 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

28th  January 

Bundaberg 

Rag  on  milk  can 

0 

10 

0 

0 

6 

0 

10th  February  . . 

Brisbane  .  . 

[  Adulterated  iodine 

•  • 

1  1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 
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Miscellaneous  Prosecutions  for  Year  1924-25 — Headquarters — continued. 


Date. 

Place. 

Charge. 

Fines. 

Costs- 

1925. 

£ 

s . 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

19th  March 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  cold  store  locker  .  .  .  .  5 

19th  March 

Brisbane  .  . 

Storing  milk  wit,h  other  foodstuffs  in  b 

6 

o 

0 

0 

7 

6 

cold  storage 

19tli  March 

Brisbane  .  . 

Chipped  crockery  . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3- 

6 

6th  April 

Brisbane  .  . 

Adulterated  sausages 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

6th  April 

Brisbane  .  . 

Adulterated  sausages 

8 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

6th  April 

Brisbane  .  . 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

Withdrawn 

6th  April 

Brisbane  .  . 

Selling  unsound  bananas  .  . 

0 

5 

0 

2 

5 

6 

6th  April 

Brisbane  .  . 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

Withdrawn 

•  • 

21st  April 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  premises 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

21st  April 

Brisbane  .  . 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

21st  April 

Brisbane  .  . 

Food  exposed  to  rats  and  vermin 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

28th  May 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  milk  cart  .  .  .  .  .  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

28th  May 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  milk  cart 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

28th  May 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  premises 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1st  June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Food  exposed  to  rats  and  vermin 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1  ltli  June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  milk  cart 

2 

0 

0 

0 

O 

6 

1 1th  June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  milk  cart 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

Uth  June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  milk  cart 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 1th  June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirtv  milk  cart 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

Uth  .June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Bag  on  milk  can 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

11th  J  une 

Brisbane  .  . 

No  name  on  milk  cart 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

11th  June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Selling  milk  without  licence 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

15th  June 

Southport 

Dirty  premises 

4 

11 

6 

0 

8 

6 

15 th  June 

Southport 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

4 

11 

6 

0 

8 

6 

22nd  June 

Beenleigh 

Rag  on  milk 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

22nd  June 

Beenleigh 

Rag  on  milk 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

4 

22ncl  Jnne 

Brisbane  .  . 

Selling  milk  without  licence 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

22nd  June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Dirty  milk  cart 

Withdrawn 

.  • 

25tli  June 

Mudgeeraba 

Dirty  premises 

Withdrawn 

25th  June 

Mudgeeraba 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  .  . 

Withdrawn 

27th  June 

Coolanagtta 

No  lids  on  milk  measures  .  . 

1 

6 

6 

0 

3 

6 

27th  June 

Coolangatta 

Short  weight  bread 

6 

6 

6 

5 

13 

6 

27tli  June 

Coolangatta 

Making  aerated  water  from  unfiltered 

(Heard  in  Brisbane 

water 

0 

16- 

6 

0 

3 

6 

Court ) 

Totals  .  .  .  .  .  . 

126 

17 

6 

24 

6 

10 

Averages 

2 

17 

8 

0 

11 

0 

Bacteriological  Sampling. 

In  the  twelve  months  under  consideration  245 
specimens,  as  per  list  following,  were  obtained 
and  submitted  to  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory 
for  examination. 

The  greater  portion  of  these  specimens  con¬ 
sisted  of  milk  samples  examined  in  connection 
with  the  initial  survey  of  milk  arriving  in 
Brisbane  by  rail,  together  with  a  few  milk 
specimens  tested  on  guinea  pigs  for  specific 
disease  germs  (diphtheria  and  tuberculosis). 

The  cheese  specimens  were  obtained  from  a 
consignment  of  cheeses  forwarded  by  a  country 
cheese  factory,  on  the  premises  of  which  a  case 
of  typhoid  fever  had  occurred  in  a  domestic 
employee  of  the  manager. 

The  water  samples  were  tested  for  potability 
in  connection  with  supplies  used  for  domestic 
and  manufacturing  purposes. 

The  disinfectants  comprised  samples  submitted 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  carbolic  co¬ 
efficiency,  a  statement  concerning  which  the 
Poisons  Regulations,  1924,  require  to  appear 
upon  the  label  describing  such  articles. 

The  ice-cream  specimens  were  examined  for 
bacterial  counts  under  the  Food  and  Drug 
Regulations,  and  the  ice  samples  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  certain  ice-manufactur¬ 
ing  concerns  were  filtering  the  water  used  in  such 
processes. 


The  flour,  yeast,  and  salt  specimens  were 
taken  during  the  course  of  an  investigation  into 
the  presence  of  “rope’'’  at  a  bakehouse,  and  the 
remaining  samples  in  each  instance  were  con¬ 
nected  with  some  special  inquiry  of  importance. 

Samples  Submitted  to  the  Laboratory  op  Micro¬ 
biology  and  Pathology  for  the  Year  1924-25. 


No.  of 

Nature  of  specimen.  specimens. 

Milks  (for  bacterial  count)  .  .  .  .  147 

Milks  (for  TC.L.B.)  4 

Milks  (miscellaneous)  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Cheese  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Waters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Disinfectants  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  12 

Tee  creams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Tees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  5 

Ice  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Meat  pies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Yeast  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Flour .  3 

Sanitary  powders  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Sanitary  fluids  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Liquid  cleansers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Filters  .  2 

Salt  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Cooked  meat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Bread  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Hat  (felt)  .  .  .  .  . ,  .  .  .  .  1 

Mud  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Gland  of  cow  (for  T.B.)  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Diaphragm  of  cow  (for  T.B.)  .  .  . .  1 

Lesion  of  lung  (for  T.B.)  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Total  .  .  .  .  ,  .  ,  .  245 
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Sampling  (Chemical) . — Headquarters  Staff: 
During  the  twelve  months  ending  30th  June  a 
total  of  1,370  samples  of  assorted  foods  and 
drugs  were  collected  by  officers  of  Headquarters 
Staff  and  submitted  to  the  Government  Analyse 
for  chemical  analysis. 

Of  this  number  783  were  “official'’ — that  is 
to  say,  samples  purchased  or  obtained  strictly 
in  accordance  with  requirements  of  the  Health 
Acts,  for  legal  purposes  if  necessary — and  587 
were  “unofficial”  or  “survey”  samples  procured 
for  investigatory  purposes,  or  to  confirm 
inspectorial  decisions. 

These  samples  cover  a  wide  range  of  food  and 
drug  substances,  but  as  they  will  be  dealt  with 
in  detail  by  the  Government  Analyst  in  his  annual 
report  I  shall  not  enlarge  upon  the  subject  here. 


POISONS. 

In  November  of  last  year  “The  Poisons  Regu¬ 
lations  of  1921”  were  repealed  and  replaced  by 
“The  Poisons  Regulations  of  1924” — a  compre¬ 
hensive  measure  which  embodies  the  principal 
requirements  of  the  League  of  Nations  in  the 
matter  of  dangerous  drugs.  In  such  connection 
the  drugs  upon  which  special  restriction  is 
placed  in  the  new  regulations  are  cocaine,  eego- 
nine,  cocaine  substitutes,  diamorphine  (heroin), 
morphine,  opium,  and  opium  charcoal. 

In  addition  to  the  drugs  brought  under  notice 
by  the  League  of  Nations,  the  Department,  upon 
the  representations  of  the  Queensland  branch  of 
the  British  Medical  Association,  included  in 
Schedule  No.  1  of  the  amended  poisons  regula¬ 
tions  acetanilide  and  the  following  potent  animal 
substances,  viz. : — Adrenalin,  insulin,  pituitary 
extract,  and  thyroid  gland. 

Such  substances  are  also  brought  within  the 
scope  of  Regulation  No.  21  of  the  said  regula¬ 
tions,  which  means  that  they  can  be  obtained 
only  upon  the  prescription  of  a  registered 
medical  practitioner. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  year  under  review 
there  remained  upon  the  Department’s  books  the 
following  holders  of  poisons  licenses: — 

General  dealers  in  poisons  .  .  .  .  .  .  199 

Chemists  ’  assistants  licensed  to  sell  poisons  3 
Wholesale  dealers  in  poisons  .  .  .  .  109 

Dealers  in  poisons  for  agricultural  and 
horticultural  purposes  .  .  .  .  .  .  252 

Dealers  in  photographic  poisons  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  . 564 

In  all  stores  visited  by  members  of  the  staff 
both  in  the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area  and  in 
the  country,  the  provisions  of  the  poisons  law 
has  been  enforced  and — in  instances  where  im¬ 
portant  breaches  thereof  have  been  discovered 
or  where  it  has  been  found  that  previous  instruc¬ 
tions  have  been  disregarded — prosecutions  have 
followed. 

During  the  year  serious  attempts  have  been 
made  by  our  officers  to  discourage  the  dangerous 
practice  of  using  food  containers  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  holding  poisonous  substances;  instruc¬ 
tions  have  been  given  verbally  by  the  inspectors 
and  warnings  issued  by  the  Department  through 
the  Press,  and  the  individuals  and  firms  recorded 
in  the  following  list  of  prosecutions  are  not 
entitled  to  sympathy  and  have  only  themselves 
to  blame  for  their  occurrence. 

In  all,  seventeen  prosecutions  for  breaches  of 
the  Poisons  Regulations  were  undertaken  by 
members  of  Headquarters  Staff,  all  of  which 
were  successful.  The  total  penalties  imposed  by 
Police  Magistrates  amounted  to — fines  £40  and 
costs  £18  17s.,  or  an  average  penalty  of — fine 
£2  7s.  and  costs  £1  2s.  2d.  per  case. 

Upon  perusal  of  attached  list  it  will  be 
noted  that  in  seven  instances  prosecutions  were 
undertaken  for  the  misuse  of  food  containers, 
six  against  individuals  for  selling  scheduled 
poisons  without  license,  two  against  persons  for 
breaking  sealed  packages  containing  scheduled 
poisons,  and  in  one  instance  against  a  man  for 
failing  to  keep  a  poisons  register  as  required  by 
law. 


Prosecutions  for  Breaches  of  the  Poisons  Regulations  for  the  Year  1924-25 — Headquarters. 


Date. 

Locality. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

s 

Costs. 

1924. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

c7. 

15th  September  .  . 

Cunnamulla 

Sale  of  poisons  in  broken  packages 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

17th  September  .  . 

Charleville 

Sale  of  poisons  in  broken  packages 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

17th  September  . . 

Charleville 

Selling  Schedule  No.  1  poisons  without 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

license 

19th  September  .  . 

Morven 

Selling  poison  in  food  container  .  . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

22nd  September  .  . 

Yeulba 

Selling  Schedule  No.  1  poisons  without 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

license 

23rd  September  .  . 

Miles 

Selling  poison  in  food  container  .  . 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

23rd  September  .  . 

Miles 

Leaving  poisons  accessible  to  others 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

23rd  September  .  . 

Miles 

Selling  poison  in  food  container  .  . 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

24th  September  .  . 

Chinchilla 

Selling  poison  in  food  container  .  . 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

24th  September  . . 

Chinchilla 

Selling  Schedule  No.  1  poisons  without 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

license 

24th  September  .  . 

Chinchilla 

Selling  Schedule  No.  1  poisons  without 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

license 

25th  September  .  . 

Dalby 

Selling  Schedule'  No.  1  poisons  without 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

1925. 

license 

27th  January 

Maryborough 

Failing  to  keep  register  for  Schedule  No. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1  poisons 

8th  June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Selling  poison  in  food  container  .  . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

15  th  June 

Coomera  .  . 

Selling  poison  in  food  container  .  . 

5 

0 

0 

1 

7 

0 

22nd  June 

Beenleigh 

Selling  poison  in  food  container  .  . 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

22nd  June 

Brisbane  .  . 

Selling  Schedule  No.  1  poisons  without 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

license 

Totals 

40 

0 

0 

18 

17 

0 

Averages 

2 

7 

0-7 

1 

2 

2-1 

FOOTWEAR, 

The  Footwear  Regulations  of  1923  became 
operative  on  the  1st  July,  1924,  as  far  as  the 
wholesale  section  of  the  trade  was  concerned ;  and 
inspections  were  made  of  the  local  manufactures 
and,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  goods  of  Southern 
and  overseas  origin. 

It  was  found  that  the  local  manufacturers  of 
footwear  were,  in  nearly  every  instance,  making 
articles  of  solid  leather,  thereby  avoiding  any 
declarations  of  added  materials.  The  goods  were 
also  well  branded  in  accordance  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Act  and  Regulations.  With 
regard  to  the  Southern  goods,  a  large  number 
of  Southern  houses  maintain  a  resident  repre¬ 
sentative  in  Brisbane,  and  it  was  possible  to 
inspect  their  lines,  and  as  they  are  generally  well- 
known  brands  of  good  quality  they  were  well 
branded  and  very  little  of  a  declarative  nature 
was  discovered.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
many  New  South  Wales  and  Victorian  firms 
dealing  direct  with  Queensland  retailers  by 
means  of  an  occasional  traveller,  and  the  only 
way  to  vise  their  goods  will  be  in  the  retail 
stores. 

Samples  of  overseas  importations  were  in¬ 
spected,  and  in  most  instances,  where  necessary, 
declarations  were  made  in  accordance  with  the 
Commerce  Act,  which  should  suffice  for  our 
requirements. 

In  accordance  with  the  Regulations,  the 
exemption  for  stocks  on  hand  in  retail  stores 
ceased  on  the  31st  December,  1924,  but  a  further 
application  was  made  by  the  Retailers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  an  extension  of  the  exemption.  This 
led  to  an  examination  of  the  larger  retail  stores 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  extent  of  the 
stocks  held  requiring  correction.  In  most  of 
the  stores  large  stocks  were  found,  mainly  of 
ladies’  footwear.  The  main  defect  was  the  omis¬ 
sion  of  the  name  or  brand,  although  goods  were 
seen  that  would  probably  contain  materials  other 
than  leather  in  the  soles  and  would  consequently 
require  a  declaration.  The  extension  was  subse¬ 
quently  granted  until  the  30th  Jnne,  1925,  when 
it  is  expected  that  retailers  will  cover  errors  in 
existing  stocks  and  bring  them  into  line. 

With  regard  to  leather,  suppliers  and  manufac- 
turers  have  been  advised  as  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  and  Regulations  relating  to  loading 
and  branding. 

Generally  the  operation  of  this  section  of  the 
Act  will  have  a  tendency  to  improve  the  class  of 
footwear  tendered  to  the  public,  and  it  is  wel¬ 
comed  by  a  large  section  of  the  trade  as  a 
stabilising  factor  among  the  cheaper  lines  of 
boots  and  shoes.  The  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
existing  stocks  appears  to  have  been  solved,  and 
retailers  are  insisting  on  future  stocks  being 
marked  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

HEADQUARTERS  STAFF. 

Country  Tours. 

Outside  of  their  duties  in  the  Brisbane  metro¬ 
politan  area  visits  of  inspection  under  Part  VI. 
of  the  Health  Acts,  the  Food  and  Drug  Regu¬ 
lations,  and  the  Poisons  Regulations  have  been 
made  during  the  year  by  the  undermentioned 
officers  of  Headquarters  Staff  to  the  places 
against  their  respective  names,  vi^T: — 

Inspector  Cato. — Charleville,  Morven,  Roma, 
Yuelba,  Miles,  Chinchilla,  Dalby,  Beenleigh, 


Yatala,  Southport,  Nerang,  Mudgeeraba,  Coolan- 
gatta,  West  Burleigh,  Burleigh  Heads,  Oxenford, 
Coomera,  Beaudesert,  Lamington,  Rathdowney, 
Logan  Village,  Tambourine,  Canungra. 

Inspector  Burton. — Yandina,  Maroochydore, 
Zillmere,  Bald  Hills,  Nambour,  Ipswich,  Rock- 
lea,  Goodna.  * 

Inspector  Mason. — Caloundra,  Maroochydore, 
Nambour,  Tewantin,  Gympie,  Maryborough, 
Bundaberg,  Gin  Gin,  Mount  Perry,  Childers, 
Cordalba,  Howard,  Burrum,  Pialba,  Scarness, 
Torquay,  Urangan.  • 

Inspector  Dudley. — Rosewood,  Marburg, 
Grandchester,  Gatton,  Warra,  Chinchilla, 
Taroom,  Miles,  Yuelba,  Roma,  Muckadilla,  Amby, 
Charleville  Wyandra,  Cunnamulla,  Thargomin- 
dah,  Quilpie,  Adavale,  Augathella,  Morven, 
Mitchell. 

Inspector  McNeil. — Nanango,  Kingaroy,  Woo- 
roolin,  Wondai,  Murgon,  Goomeri,  Kilkivan, 
Woolooga,  Biggenden,  Eidsvold,  Mundubbera, 
Gayndah,  Bundaberg,  Maryborough,  Gympie, 
Cooran.  Pomona,  Maleny,  Caloundra. 

Inspector  Lowes. — Virginia,  Geebung,  Zill¬ 
mere,  Bald  Hills,  Strathpine,  Lawnton,  Petrie, 
Narangba,  C'aboolture,  Beerburrum,  Glasshouse 
Mountain,  Beerwali,  Landsborough,  Mooloolah, 
Eudlo,  Palmwoods,  Woombye,  Nambour,  Yan¬ 
dina,  North  Arm,  Eumundi,  Cooroy,  Pomona, 
Cooran,  Tewantin,  Monkland,  Nashville,  Kilcoy, 
Woodford. 

Between  them  these  officers  have  travelled  by 
train  and  motor-car  on  above  journeys,  a  total 
distance  of  6,743  miles. 

At  times  travelling  has  been  difficult  and 
unpleasant  owing  to  unfavourable  weather  con¬ 
ditions,  and  the  work  has  been  strenuous 
throughout. 

The  list  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the 
inspections  made  by  officers  of  Headquarters 
Staff  on  the  work  of  food,  drugs,  poisons,  and 
footwear  control : — - 

Recapitulation  of  Inspections  by  Members  of 
Headquarters  Staff. 

(1)  Bakehouses  (includes  cake  and  biscuit  fac¬ 

tories  and  bread  weighing)  . .  .  .  230 

(2)  Butchers  (includes  small-goods  rooms  and 

meatworks)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  142 

(3)  Beverage  factories  (includes  breweries, 

aerated  water,  and  cordial  factories)  .  .  177 

(4)  Chemists’  shops  (includes  wholesale  and 

retail  establishments)  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

(5)  General  stores  (includes  large  and  small 

grocers,  &c.)  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  093 

(0)  Hotels  (includes  town  and  country  clubs — 

liquor  testing)  . .  .  .  . .  . .  580 

(7)  Markets  (includes  fish,  fruit,  and  vegetable 

markets  and  cold  stores)  .  .  .  .  . .  75 

(8)  Refreshment  roonifi  (includes  fruit  and  con¬ 

fectionery)  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  760 

(9)  Restaurants  (includes  fish  and  oyster  saloons, 

boarding-houses  and  pie  stalls)  . .  . .  324 

(10)  Special  (includes  auction  rooms,  river  wharves, 

night  patrols,  cold  stores)  .  .  . .  300 

(11)  Warehouses  (includes  bond  stores  and  whole¬ 

sale  distributors)  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  268 

(12)  Food  factories  (includes  meal  mills,  condi¬ 

ment,  preserving,  curing,  canning  and  con¬ 
fectionery  works,  ices  and  ice  cream,  ice 
works  factories,  dairies,  milk  carts  and 
shops)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . •  943 

(13)  Footwear  (includes  wholesale  and  retail 

stores)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 
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Recapitulation  of  Inspections  by  Members  of 
Headquarters  Staff — continued. 

(14)  Bottle  washing  (includes  factories  and  bottle 


merchants) 

72 

Poisons — 

Chemists’  shops 

..  103 

Warehouses 

..  114 

General  stores 

.  .  399 

Total  inspections 

.  .  5,318 

Inspector  Sanderson  during  the  eight  months  of 
his  occupancy  of  the  Toowoomba  Office,  viz.  :— 


Ales 
Drugs  . 
Milk  . 
Rum 
Whisky 


4  samples 


5 


53 


3 

4 


>> 

77 

77 

77 


Total 


69  samples 


DISTRICT  OFFICERS’  REPORTS. 

Toowoomba. 

Inspector  Sanderson,  the  officer  in  charge  of 
Toowoomba  sub-office,  relieved  Inspector  Wright 
on  the  20th  October  in  last  year,  and  reports 
having  visited  Oakey,  Warwick,  Milmerran,  Bell, 
Dalby,  Brymaroo,  Jondaryan,  Leyburn,  the 
mileage  covered  on  such  journeys  being  train 
668  and  motor-car  202. 

Unsound  Foods. — Unsound  food  material  of  a 
total  weight  of  2  cwt.  3  qr.  3|  lb.  was  disposed 
of  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Sampling. — A  total  of  69  samples  of  food  and 
drugs  as  per  list  following  was  submitted  by 


Prosecutions. — During  the  period  under 
review  three  prosecutions  have  been  conducted 
by  Inspector  Sanderson,  and  a  conviction 
obtained  in  each  instance. 

One  prosecution  was  for  the  offence  of  selling 
bread  deficient  in  due  weight,  in  which  defen¬ 
dant  was  fined  £5  and  ordered  to  pay  £2  5s.  6d. 
costs ;  while  the  remaining  two  cases  were  for 
breaches  of  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Regulations,  in  each  of  which  a 
penalty  of  fine  £1  and  costs  £1  4s.  6d.  was  inflicted 
by  the  police  magistrate. 

Recapitulation. — The  following  recapitulation 
will  serve  to  indicate  the  scope  and  tenor  of  the 
work  performed  by  the  Department’s  represen¬ 
tative  at  Toowoomba: — 


FOODS  RECAPITULATION,  TOOWOOMBA. 
(From  1st  November,  1924,  to  30th  June,  1925.) 


Class  of  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Remarks. 

Bakehouses  .  . 

21 

Includes  Bread-  we igliing. 

Beverage  Factories 

16 

Includes  Aerated  Water  and  Cordial  Factories. 

Butchers 

3 

Includes  Small-goods  Factories  and  Slaughter  Yards. 

Chemist  Shops 

30 

Includes  Poisons  Dealers. 

General  Stores 

75 

Includes  Large  and  Small  Grocers,  &c. 

Hotels 

63 

Includes  Wine  and  Spirit  Merchants,  and  Liquor-testing. 

Refreshment  Rooms 

102 

Includes  Fruiterers  and  Retail  Confectioners. 

Restaurants 

41 

Includes  Fish  and  Oyster  Saloons,  Boarding  Houses,  and  Pie  Stalls. 

Special 

21 

Includes  Auction  Rooms  and  Cold  Stores. 

Warehouses 

3 

Includes  Bond  Stores  and  Wholesale  Merchants. 

Food  Factories 

23 

Includes  Confectionery  Works,  Ice  Cream  Factories,  Jam  and  Condi¬ 
ment  Factories. 

Total 

398 

Blue  Notices  Served,  45. 


Rockhampton. 

Inspector  Butts,  the  officer  in  charge  of  Rock¬ 
hampton,  reports  that  the  routine  duties  of  food 
and  drug  inspection  have  been  continued  upon 
the  lines  of  previous  years,  and  that  the  work 
in  such  connection  has  during  the  fiscal  year 
been  exceptionally  heavy. 

In  addition  to  his  regular  duties  in  the  city  of 
Rockhampton,  Inspector  Butts  has  paid  visits  to 
the  following  towns  and  places  in  the  area  under 
his  control,  viz. : — Baralaba,  Emerald,  Clermont, 
Blair  Athol,  Springsure,  Blackall,  Jericho,  Mut- 
taburra,  Longreach,  Ilfracombe,  Barcaldine, 
Aramac,  Alpha,  Bogantungan,  Bluff,  Duaringa, 
St.  Lawrence,  Sarina,  Mackay,  Eton,  Walker- 
ston,  Marion,  Netherdale,  Finch  Hatton,  Pin¬ 
nacle,  Gargett,  Mirani,  Farleigli,  Carmilla,  Bow¬ 
man,  Yaamba,  Caves. 

Besides  attending  to  foods  and  drugs  at  these 
places,  Inspector  Butts  made  inspections  under 
the  Poisons  Regulations,  which  were  rigidly 
enforced. 

Unsound  Foods. — During  the  year  unsound 
and  deteriorated  foods  totalling  in  weight  44 
tons  9  cwt.  3  qr.  11  lb.  were  destroyed  under 


Inspector  Butts’s  supervision  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  The  main  bulk  of  these  goods 
consisted  of  fruit  and  vegetables  which  had  been 
delayed  in  transit  and  arrived  at  Rockhampton 
in  a  deteriorated  condition.  Following  are  the 
details: — 


Tons  cwt.  qr.  lb. 


Vegetables — 
Pumpkins 

3 

2 

0 

0 

Potatoes 

.  .  25 

13 

2 

7 

Cabbage 

0 

12 

2 

0 

Onions 

0 

16 

3 

0 

Tomatoes 

0 

3 

1 

u 

Fruit — 

Fresh 

.  .  12 

0 

1 

14 

Canned 

0 

O 

U 

2 

18 

Fish- 

Fresh 

0 

4 

9 

U 

24 

Canned 

0 

16 

0 

15 

.Jams 

.  .  0 

3 

1 

0 

Lemon  peel 

0 

7 

3 

o 

u 

Prunes 

0 

0 

9 

u 

19 

Evaporated  peaches 

0 

0 

2 

14 

Canned  vegetables 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Glaxo 

0 

3 

0 

24 

Groats 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Pickles 

0 

0 

3 

12 

Coffee  essence 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Sauce 

:  .  0 

0 

1 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .  . 

.  .  44 

9 

3 

11 

24 


Food  Sampling. — In  the  twelve  months  a  total 
of  fifty-six  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  comprising 
the  following  articles  were  submitted  by  Inspector 
Butts  for  chemical  examination,  viz. : — 


Milk .  . 40 

Alcoholic  liquors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

'  Cream  of  tartar  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  4 

Tinned  salmon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Cake  ice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Lemon  peel  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Flavouring  essence  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Bay  rum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Sheep  dips  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Total  . 56 


In  connection  with  the  above  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  cream  of  tartar  samples  were 
under  suspicion  of  being  responsible  for  the 
presence  of  arsenic  detected  in  a  home-made  cake. 
Immediately  upon  complaint  certain  stocks  of 
cream  of  tartar  in  local  hands  were  “held  up” 
by  Inspector  Butts,  and  a  complete  investigation 
made.  This  disclosed  that  the  storekeepers’ 
stocks  were  pure,  and  that  the  contamination 
was  the  result  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
maker  of  the  cake  who  had  placed  cream  of  tartar 
in  a  tin  which  had  previously  been  employed  as 
a  container  of  powdered  arsenic. 

Prosecutions. — Only  two  prosecutions  were 
found  necessary  in  Inspector  Butts’s  area  during 
the  fiscal  year,  one  of  which  occurred  at  Bar- 
caldine  against  a  publican  for  the  offence  of 
selling  adulterated  brandy,  and  which  resulted 
in  a  conviction  being  obtained  and  a  penalty  of 
fine  £2  and  costs  £1  4s.  6d.  being  imposed  by  the 
magistrate. 

The  second  case  was  one  taken  against  a  store¬ 
keeper  at  Blair  Athol  under  the  Poisons  Regula¬ 
tions  for  selling  sheep  dip  in  a  food  container, 
defendant  being  convicted  and  fined  £1  and 
£1  4s.  6cl.  costs  of  court. 

Townsville. 

Previous  to  handing  over  charge  of  the 
Townsville  sub-office  to  his  successor,  Inspector 
Wiseman  made  the  following  inspections  and 
reinspections  under  the  Food  and  Drug  and 
Milksellers’  Regulations : — 


General 

Hotels 

Bakers 

Dairies 

food 

.  .  110 

26 

20 

17 

Total 

. .  173 

Owing  to  tiie  fact  that  he  was  for  some  con¬ 
siderable  time  awaiting  transfer  to  Brisbane,  it 
was  not  possible  to  employ  this  officer  on  official 
food  sampling  duties,  and  such  work  had  to 
remain  in  abeyance. 

During  this  period,  however,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  deteriorated  and  unsound  food 
material  was  destroyed  by  arrangement  between 
Inspector  Wiseman  and  the  owners. 

These  goods  consisted  principally  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  arriving  by  train  and  boat.  No  tours 
of  inspection  in  outlying  districts  were  made  by 
this  officer. 

Since  the  Townsville  sub-office  has  been  taken 
over  by  Inspector  Whitford  850  inspections  of 
food  premises  have  been  made,  and  96  blue  notices 


requiring  correction  of  defects  observed  served 
by  that  officer  upon  the  responsible  parties. 

Inspector  Whitford  has  also  supervised  the 
destruction  of  20  tons,  13  cwt.  1  qr.  5  lb.  of 
unsound  food  material— principally  fruit  and 
vegetables — rejected  by  him  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

During  Inspector  Whitford ’s  short  period  of 
control  only  one  prosecution  has  been  undertaken 
in  the  Northern  centre,  viz. : — adulterated  spirit 
(rum) ,  in  respect  of  which  the  owner  was  mulcted 
in  a  penalty  of  £10,  made  up  of  fine  £6  17s.  4d. 
and  costs  £3  2s.  8d. 

Cairns. 

Inspector  Austin,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Department’s  sub-office  at  Cairns,  reports  that 
food  conditions  in  his  area  are  distinctly  better 
than  in  former  years,  more  especially  in  outlying 
towns  and  districts  which  had  received  previous 
visits  of  inspection. 

In  remote  towns  which  were  visited  for  the 
first  time  during  the  period  under  review,  how¬ 
ever,  matters  in  this  direction  were  found  in 
anything  but  a  satisfactory  state,  due  principally 
to  ignorance  of  the  law  upon  the  part  of  those 
concerned,  and  these  individuals  will  require 
further  attention  and  advice  at  the  hands  of  the 
inspector. 

Unsound  Foods.— During  the  year  a  total 
quantity  of  10  tons  13  cwt.  and  21  lb.  of  unsound 
food  material  was  rejected  by  Inspector  Austin 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  destroyed 
by  arrangement  with  the  owners. 

Prosecutions. — Two  prosecutions  were  success¬ 
fully  undertaken  by  Inspector  Austin  during  the 
fiscal  year,  one  against  a  firm  of  milksellers  for 
the  offence  of  selling  adulterated  milk  (26-1  per 
cent,  added  water)  in  which  the  maximum  fine  of 
£20  was  imposed  by  the  Court  in  addition  to  costs 
£7  4s.  6d.,  and  the  other  against  an  hotelkeeper 
at  Kuranda  for  selling  whisky  adulterated  with 
13-5  per  cent,  added  water,  and  who  was  mulcted 
in  penalties  of  fine  £10  and  costs  £2  5s.  6d. 

Samples. — In  the  twelve  months  Inspector 
Austin  submitted  fifty-six  official  samples  of  food 
for  analysis.  These  comprised  milk  50,  whisky 
3,  and  rum  3  samples. 

Feca pit ulation. — -The  following  is  a  recapitu¬ 
lation  of  the  inspections  made  by  the  Cairns 
officer  under  Part  VI.  of  the  Health  Acts  and 
the  Food  and  Drug  and  Poisons  Regulations: — 


Aerated  water  factories  .  .  .  .  . .  37 

Bakers  (including  bread  weighing)  .  .  78 

Butchers  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  55 

Chemists  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  79 

General  stores  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  235 

Hotels  (including  liquor  testing)  .  .  .  .  153 

Restaurants  and  boarding-houses  .  .  224 

Refreshment  and  ice  cream  rooms  .  .  98 

Special  (auction  rooms,  &c.)  .  .  .  .  72 

Warehouses  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  75 

Chinese  stores  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  160 


Total  inspections  .  .  . .  1,266 


Notices. — One  hundred  and  thirty  blue  notices 
were  served  by  Inspector  Austin  requiring  cor¬ 
rection  of  defects  observed  during  the  course  of 
his  inspections. 
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PEEL  ISLAND  LAZARET. 

The  number  of  inmates  on  the  30th  June, 
1025,  was  72,  as  compared  with  64  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year,  showing  an  increase  of  8.  The 
admissions  numbered  16,  whilst  deaths  and  dis¬ 
charges  amounted  to  8. 

The  new  patients  came  from  different  parts 
of  the  State. 

_  The  usual  treatment  by  means  of  chaulmoogra 
oil  and  its  derivatives  was  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Officer  who  is  responsible  for  the  medical 
treatment  of  all  inmates.  lie  has  the  assistance 
of  a  resident  nurse,  who  is  always  available  for 
emergency  as  well  as  general  nursing  work. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  advise  that  three 
patients  were  reported  as  cured  during  the  year 
and  were  released  under  surveillance ;  they 
report  at  stated  periods  for  bacteriological  ex¬ 
amination.  Released  patients  are  furnished  with 
supplies  of  anti-leprol  as  a  precaution  against  any 
recurrence  of  the  disease. 

Everything  possible  has  been  done  to  increase 
the  comfort  of  the  inmates.  During  the  year  a 
loud  speaker  wireless  installation  was  erected, 
which,  when  thoroughly  understood  with  regard 
to  its  adjustment,  should  aid  materially  to  the 
comfort  and  pleasure  of  the  inmates. 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of 
inmates : — 


— 

30th 

•lune, 

1924. 

Admitted 

Eis- 

charged. 

Lied. 

Ee- 

main'ng. 

White  (males) 

27 

3 

2 

28 

White  (females)  .  . 

12 

4 

,  . 

16 

Coloured  (males) .  . 

22 

9 

,  . 

5 

26 

Coloured  (females) 

3 

1 

.  . 

2 

Totals 

64 

16 

3 

5 
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NURSES’  REGISTRATION  -BOARD. 

The  work  of  the  Nurses’  Registration  Board 
has  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 
Di.  McLean  replaced  Dr.  Dixon  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  and  in  October  was  appointed 
chairman.  Although  the  provision  contained  in 
the  1923  Regulations  for  sectional  examinations 
for  general  nurses  entails  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  work  of  the  Board,  it  is  considered  that 
the  results  of  the  first  examination  fully  justi¬ 
fied  such  increase,  as  they  proved  conclusively 
the  necessity  for  nurses  devoting  more  time  to 
study  in  the  earlier  portion  of  their  course  with, 
consequently,  less  cramming  in  the  final  year. 

The  first  sectional  examination  was  held  in 
October  last  when  193  candidates  from  23  train- 
ing  schools  made  application  to  be  examined ; 
177  presented  themselves  for  examination,  of 
whom  107  were  successful  in  passing,  the 
lemainder  (70)  failing  in  one  or  both  subjects. 
A  post  examination  was  held  in  December,  when 
36  passed  and  26  again  failed. 

1  he  ordinary  examinations  for  nurses  training 
under  the  Nurses’  Registration  Board’s  Regula¬ 
tions  of  1912  were  held  in  October,,  1924,  and 
March,  1925,  in  the  following  centres: — 

For  registration  as  a  General  Nurse  at  Ayr, 
Brisbane,  Bundaberg,  Cairns,  Charters 
Towers,  Gympie,  Ipswich,  Mackay, 


Maryborough,  Mount  Morgan,  Mount 
Perry,  Port  Douglas,  Roma,  Rockhamp¬ 
ton,  Toowoomba,  and  Warwick.  One 
hundred  and  forty-eight  candidates 
passed,  whilst  37  failed. 

For  registration  as  a  Midwifery  Nurse  at 
Brisbane,  Toowoomba,  Maryborough, 
Bundaberg,  and  Rockhampton.  Fifty- 
one  candidates  passed,  whilst  23  failed. 

For  registration  as  a  Mental  Nurse  at 
Goodna,  Sandy  Gallop,  and  Willow- 
burn.  Twenty-one  candidates  passed, 
whilst  37  failed. 

In  order  to  conform  to  the  Regulations  in 
certain  other  States  and  consequently  to  assist 
in  the  action  taken  by  the  Board  to  institute  a 
system  of  reciprocity  between  the  various  Aus- 
tralian  States  as  well  as  with  Great  Britain,  Irish 
Free  State,  and  South  Africa,  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  amend  the  Regulations  relating  to 
that  portion  of  the  midwifery  training  section 
dealing  with  the  course  of  labour,  the  amendment 
being  approved  by  the  Governor  in  Council  on 
the  18th  September,  1924. 

Negotiations  regarding  the  reciprocity  pro¬ 
posals  are  proceeding  satisfactorily  so  far  as 
midwifery  nurses  are  concerned,  the  majority 
of  the  Australian  States,  the  Central  Midwives 
Boards  of  England  and  Wales,  as  well  as  that  of 
Scotland,  having  agreed  to  grant  registration 
without  examination  to  Queensland-trained 
nurses  who  have  passed  the  Nurses’  Registration 
Board’s  examination,  in  return  for  which  the 
latter  Board  similarly  grants  registration  to 
nurses  registered  by  those  States  and  Boards 
and  who  have  undergone  training  equal  to  that 
required  for  local  nurses.  It  is  regretted,  how¬ 
ever,  that  equal  success  has  not  been  attained  so 
far  as  general  nurses  are  concerned. 

Reciprocity  agreements  have  been  finalised 
with  most  of  the  Australian  States,  but  diffi¬ 
culties  have  been  encountered  in  the  negotiations 
with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  New  Zealand 
owing  to  those  countries  refusing  to  recognise 
nurses  trained  in  private  hospitals  which  are 
approved  by  the  Board  as  training  schools. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  difficulties  will  be  over¬ 
come  as  a  result  of  further  correspondence,  but, 
so  that  nurses  from  those  countries  making  their 
homes  in  this  State  should  not  be  submitted  to 
disability  or  inconvenience  in  practising  their 
profession,  an  amendment  to  the  Regulations  was 
approved  by  the  Governor  in  Council  on  the  21st 
Hay  last  empowering  the  Board  to  grant  regis¬ 
tration  without  examination  to  any  general,  mid¬ 
wifery,  or  mental  nurse  registered  outside  this 
State  by  examination  by  any  recognised  Nurses’ 
Registration  Board  or  Association  of  equal  stan¬ 
dard  of  training  and  examination  to  this  State, 
and  approved  by  the  Nurses'  Registration  Board 
upon  payment  of  the  prescribed  fee  and  on  satis¬ 
fying  the  Board  as  to  their  Iona  fides. 

The  Board  during  the  year  granted  registra¬ 
tion  to  26  general  and  26  midwifery  nurses  under 
the  provisions  of  section  207  of  the  Health  Act, 
and  during  the  same  period  3  general  and  8 
midwifery  nurses  were  registered  on  the  approval 
of  the  Minister  (section  208  of  the  Health  Act) . 

The  following  Hospitals  were  approved  of  as 
training  schools  during  the  year: — Babinda, 
Beaudesert,  Stanthorpe,  and  Wondai. 
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LABORATORY  OF  MICROBIOLOGY  AND 
PATHOLOGY. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  work  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and 
Pathology : — 

The  total  number  of  specimens  received  con¬ 
firming  work  from  (190)  one  hundred  and  ninety 
private  practitioners,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  (121)  hospitals  and  councils,  show  an 
increase  of  10,272  on  those  of  the  previous  year  ; 
but  in  particular  cases  a  decrease  is  shown, 
notably  in  the  number  of  Widals,  tuberculosis, 
sections.  The  decrease  in  these  particular  speci¬ 
mens  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  General 
Hospital,  Lady  Lamington,  and  Children’s 
Hospital  now  cope  with  their  own  wrork  with  the 
exception  of  faeces  and  urines  for  the  presence  of 
typhoid  bacilli. 

The  most  notable  increase  is  shown  in  the 
number  of  rodents  received.  This  is  very 
encouraging,  particularly  when  we  note  that 
from  such  specimens  the  bubonic  plague  first 
appears.  The  greater  the  number  of  these  speci¬ 
mens  received  the  greater  the  likelihood  of  detect¬ 
ing  the  first  evidence  of  plague  and  checking  its 
advance. 

Plague. — The  number  of  rodents  received  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  shows  an  increase  of  14,172.  Of  the 
46,003  rodents  received,  7,659  were  examined, 
and  of  these  none  were  found  infected.  All  rats 
received  were  classified  as  follows : — 


Rattus,  Norvegicus  .  .  .  .  .  •  16,807 

Rattus,  Rattus  Rattus  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,720 

Rattus  Rattus  Alexandriuus  ,  .  .  .  9,128 

Ilydromys  Leucocaster  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Unclassiiiable  (very  young  rats)  . .  4,972 

Mus  Musculus  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  8,355 


Spleen  smears  from  rats  in  the  Northern  towns 
showed  in  some  of  the  places  an  increase,  while 
in  others  a  decline  is  noted ;  but  in  none  of  them 
was  the  plague  bacillus  present. 


Diphtheria. — The  number  of  throat  swabs 
examined  for  the  diphtheria  bacillus  shows  an 
increase  for  the  year,  but  the  number  of  swabs 
on  which  the  bacillus  was  found  shows  a  per¬ 
centage  of  about  five  compared  with  eleven  of 
last  year.  All  swabs  negative  after  twenty-four 
hours’  incubation  are  again  examined  after 
forty-eight  hours’  incubation. 

Tuberculosis. — A  decreased  number  of  sputa  * 
was  examined  for  the  tubercle  bacillus,  and  the 
bacillus  was  found  in  a  number  that  was  rela¬ 
tively  more  than  last  year. 

Typhoid. — A  decreased  number  of  bloods  was 
examined  for  AYidals  agglutination  test,  and  the 
number  positive  showed  a  decrease  in  the  per¬ 
centage  over  last  year.  The  number  of  urines 
and  fseces  shows  a  decrease. 

Enthetic.  Diseases. — A  slightly  decreased  num¬ 
ber  of  blood  sera  was  examined  for  the  AVasser- 
mann  reaction.  The  number  of  smears  sub¬ 
mitted  shows  a  slight  decrease. 

Tissues. — The  number  of  tissues  examined  for 
diagnosis  shows  a  decrease. 

Leprosy. — A  decreased  number  of  smears  was 
examined  for  the  bacillus  leprae,  and  the  bacillus 
was  found  in  a  number  that  was  relatively  more 
than  last  year.  The  majority  of  these  smears 
were  from  persons  suffering  from  the  disease — 
patients  of  the  Lazaret. 

Vaccine. — A  decreased  number  of  autogenous 
vaccines  were  made;  but  the  amount  of  anti¬ 
typhoid  vaccine  supplied  shows  a  slight  increase. 

Miscellaneous. — The  number  of  miscellaneous 
specimens  which  include  waters,  disinfectants, 
filters,  ice-creams,  cheese,  milk,  C.S.  fluid,  &c., 
show  in  some  an  increase,  while  in  others  a 
decrease. 


Report  on  Specimens  Examined  in  Laboratory  during  the  Year  ending  30th  June,  1925. 


Examination. 

Health  and 
Hospitals. 

Private 

Practitioners. 

Positive. 

Total. 

Plague — 

Brisbane — 

Rats 

37,648 

37,648 

Mice 

8,355 

8,355 

Rockhampton  (smears) 

1,012 

•  • 

•  * 

1,012 

Maryborough  (smears) 

4,181 

4,181 

Cairns  (smears) 

1,163 

1,163 

Mackay  (smears) 

639 

639 

Bundaberg  (smears)  . . 

677 

677 

Douglas  (smears) 

30 

30 

Hinchinbrook  (smears) 

171 

171 

Ipswich  (smears) 

39 

39 

Brisbane  (human  smears) 

2 

417 

2 

Diphtheria 

7,181 

741 

7,922 

Gonorrhoea 

7,283 

949 

524 

8,232 

Syphilis 

1,425 

272 

336 

1,697 

Tuberculosis 

230 

249 

131 

479 

Typhoid — 

32 

35 

18 

67 

Widal’s  . 

Urines 

353 

53 

406 

Fseces 

419 

42 

461 

Paratyphoid  (A) 

1 

'  • 

.. 

1 

Paratyphoid  (B) 

1 

io9 

102 

1 

Leprosy 

471 

580 

Sections 

62 

24 

86 

V  accines — 

Autogenous 

10 

14 

•  l 

24 

T.A.B.  (c.c.) . 

731 

•  • 

•  • 

731 

Examination  and  Report — 

Water 

7 

*  * 

7 

Ice  cream  etc.  . .  .  .  . .  /  •  • 

15 

15 

Bread 

1 

.  . 

i 

Hat 

1 

•  • 

i 

Meat  Pies 

6 

•  • 

6 
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Rsport  on  Specimens  Examine  >  in  Laboratory  during  the  Year  ending  30th  June,  1925 — continued. 


Examination. 

Health  and 
Hospitals. 

Private  , 
Practitioners. 

Positive. 

Total. 

Examination  and  Report — continued. 

Ice 

11 

11 

Filter  .  .  .  .  .  . 

3 

3 

Food  Samples 

i 

1 

Vomitus 

i 

1 

Milk- 

Count 

147 

147 

K.LB.  . 

4 

4 

Blood 

1 

• 

1 

Cheese  Samples  (B.  Typhosus) 

13 

13 

Urines  (Miscellaneous) 

2 

8 

10 

Faeces  (Miscellaneous) 

2 

7 

9 

Animal  Inoculation  (T.B.) 

2 

2 

Animal  Inoculation  (K.L.B.) 

9 

1 

10 

Blood  (Sugar)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .* 

1 

1 

Disenfectants 

16 

16 

Pneumococci 

2 

2 

4 

Medico  legal 

13 

13 

Blood  smears — - 
Filaria 

1 

1 

Anaemia 

2 

2 

4 

Differential  count 

1 

1 

Blood  count  . . 

1 

6 

7 

Cerebro-Spinal  fluid 

4 

3 

7 

Meningitis — 

C.  S.  fluid  . 

1 

1 

Culture 

6 

6 

Anchylostoma — - 
Faeces  .  . 

3 

1 

4 

Worms 

1 

1 

Smear  (B  Anthracis) 

1 

1 

Fluid  streptococci  .  . 

1 

1 

Fluid  organisms  and  pneumococci 

1 

1 

Fluid  Hydatids 

1 

1 

Parasite  (examination  and  report) 

1 

1 

Water  K.L.B . 

1 

1 

Totals 

72,398 

2,520 

1,528 

74,918 

Requisitions  received  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  ,  .  368 

Rats  examined  ..  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  7,630 

Mice  examined  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  , .  29 


Culture  Media  Made  in  Laboratory  During  the  Year 


ending  30th  June, 

1925. 

Ordinary  Agar — 

Small  slopes 

274 

Large  slopes 

108 

Deeps 

297 

679 

Ordinary  Broth — 

Large  tubes 

6 

Small  tubes 

710 

Bottles 

39 

755 

Broth  for  testing  disinfectants- 

Tubes 

.  .  1,292 

1,292 

Ox  Serum — 

Cultures  .  . 

.  .  14,225 

Human  Serum — 

Plates 

50 

Slopes 

13 

14,288 

Conradi-Drigalski  Medium — 

Tubes 

24 

24 

Maconkey ’s  Medium — 

Tubes 

12 

-  12 

Brilliant  Green  Medium  for  B. 

Typhosus  plates — 

Plates  . 1,255 

-  1,255 

Sugar  Bullion — 


Lactose  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  115 

Dulcite  .  .  .  .  . ,  .  .  45 

Maltose  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  45 

Sorbite  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Arabinose  . .  . .  .  .  45 
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Treble  Lactose — 

Tubes  .  20 

-  20 


Culture  Media  Made  in  Laboratory,  &c. — continued. 

Neutral  Bed  Broth — 

Tubes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

-  43 

Bile  Salt  Peptone  Water — 

Bottles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Tubes  .  45 

-  51 

Total  . 18,614 

.  ADMINISTRATION. 

It  has  been  said  that  ‘  ‘  Eternal  vigilance  is  the 
price  of  liberty,”  and  certainly  eternal  vigilance 
is  a  necessity  in  health  work.  It  cannot  be  too 
often  stressed  that  health  work,  whether  per¬ 
formed  by  a  Government  department  or  by  Local 
Authorities  is  preventive  work,  and  the  standard 
by  which  it  should  be  judged  is  the  freedom  or 
otherwise  which  a  community  enjoys  from  pre¬ 
ventable  disease.  It  is  the  duty  of  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  to  combat  disease;  expenditure  on  health 
work  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  equivalent  to 
the  payment  of  an  insurance,  and  the  necessary 
money  should  never  be  withheld  by  those 
responsible. 

Recent  legislation  constituted  the  “Greater 
Brisbane”  area  by  combining  in  cities  of  Bris¬ 
bane  and  South  Brisbane,  the  towns  of  Toowong, 
Ithaca,  Windsor,  Hamilton,  Sandgate,  and 
Wynnum,  and  twelve  shires  into  one  self- 
governing  authority,  and  conferred  on  its 
executive  body  the  greatest  possible  powers, 
including  that  of  health  administration.  Its 
Council  will  function  as  from  the  1st  October 
next,  and  from  the  personnel  of  its  members 
it  is  confidently  hoped  that  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  system  of  health  administration  for  the 
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city  will  eventuate  and  certainly  not  before  it 
was  wanted,  as  it  was  almost  impossible  to  make 
some  of  the  shire  councils  now  merged  into 
Greater  Brisbane  appreciate,  let  alone  pay  for, 
health  work.  So  far  as  this  Department  is  con¬ 
cerned,  one  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  change  will  be  that  additional  inspectors 
will  be  made  available  for  country  inspection 
work. 

In  connection  with  representations  made  by 
the  League  of  Nations  re  the  matter  of  danger¬ 
ous  drugs,  it  was  considered  necessary  to  tighten 
up  the  existing  regulations,  and  with  this  end  in 
view  the  1921  Poisons  Regulations  were  accord¬ 
ingly  amended  to  deal  stringently  with  narcotics, 
such  as  opium,  morphine,  cocaine,  heroin,  and 
opium-charcoal ;  all  such  drugs  are  now  dealt 
with  under  Regulation  21,  which  provides  that 
no  person  shall  sell,  lend,  give  away,  or  dispense 
the  above  narcotics  unless  on  the  prescription  of 
a  registered  medical  practitioner. 

A  proclamation  was  issued  on  the  25th  July, 
1924,  with  respect  to  section  116  of  the  Health 
Acts,  defining  the  method  of  determining  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  soluble  lead  compound  in  a  paint  or 
paint  material. 

Two  amendments  of  the  Nurses’  Registration 
Regulations  of  1923  were  gazetted  during  the 
period  under  review,  one  on  the  20th  September, 
1924,  requiring  midwifery  pupil  nurses  to  per¬ 
sonally  conduct  at  least  twenty  cases  of  labour, 
and  another  which  was  gazetted  on  the  23ru 
May,  1925,  providing  for  reciprocity  with  recog¬ 
nised  bodies  of  equal  standard  of  training  and 
examination  in  connection  with  the  registration 
of  general,  midwifery,  and  mental  nurses  by  the 
Queensland  Nurses’  Registration  Board. 

The  Poisons  Regulations  of  1921  were  repealed 
by  the  Poisons  Regulations  of  1924,  and  a  further 
amendment  was  published  on  2nd  April,  1925, 
respecting  the  use  of  Acetanilide. 

The  Rat,  Flea,  and  Plague-carrying  Insects 
Prevention  and  Destruction  Regulations  of  1925 
were  gazetted  on  the  29th  January,  1925,  repeal¬ 
ing  the  Rat,  Flea,  and  Plague-carrying  Insects 
Prevention  and  Destruction  Regulations  of  1924. 
In  this  connection  an  amendment  of  Regulation 
8  was  inserted,  providing  for  the  employment  by 
the  local  authorities  of  animals  as  ratcatchers  in 
addition  to  men. 

Staff. 

The  personnel  of  the  staff  consists  of  a  Com¬ 
missioner,  a  Health  Officer,  a  Medical  Officer  in 
Charge  of  Venereal  Clinics  and  Venereal  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital,  Brisbane,  a  part-time  Medical 
Officer  in  connection  with  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  a  Secretary,  Senior  Clerk,  four  clerks, 
two  typistes,  two  messengers,  and  a  staff  nurse. 

The  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and  Pathology 
consists  of  a  Director  (vacant),  two  assistants,  a 
cadet,  a  typiste,  two  -male  attendants,  and  a 
glass  cleaner. 

The  inspectorial  staff  is  comprised  of  two  Chief 
inspectors,  one  in  connection  with  sanitation  and 
rat  destruction  work,  the  other  in  connection  with 
food  and  drugs,  and  fifteen  inspectors,  two 
assistants  to  inspectors,  and  two  cadets. 
Included  in  the  inspectors  mentioned  above  are 
those  stationed  at  Rockhampton,  Cairns,  Towns¬ 
ville,  and  Toowoomba. 

The  staff  at  Peel  Island  Lazaret  is  comprised 
of  a  superintendent,  an  assistant,  a  nurse,  house¬ 
keeper,  two  cooks,  two  kitchen-men,  three  atten¬ 
dants,  and  three  labourers ;  also  coloured  labour 
as  attendants. 


The  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital  comprises  a 
matron,  a  nurse,  and  a  cook-laundress. 

The  changes  among  the  personnel  of  the  staff, 
including  appointments  and  resignations,  during 
the  year  were  as  follows : — 

Dr.  John  Coffey  appointed  Deputy  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Public  Health  during  the 
temporary  absence  of  the  Commissioner. 

Richard  Henry  Walsh,  Senior  Clerk, 
appointed  Acting  Secretary  during  the 
absence  on  six  months’  leave  of  the 
Secretary  (L.  E.  Mellish)  from  the  18th 
May,  1925. 

Malcolm  McIntyre,  Clerk,  appointed  Record 
Clerk  on  30th  April,  1925. 

Clarence  Henry  Martin,  Clerk,  Prisons 
Department,  appointed  Clerk,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health,  from  1st  March, 
1925. 

Hugh  Wright  Petherick,  Chief  Food  Inspec¬ 
tor,  appointed  Chief  Inspector  of  Foods 
and  Drugs  from  1st  November,  1924. 

William  Henry  Kelly,  Cadet,  Laboratory  of 
Microbiology  and  Pathology,  appointed 
Cadet,  Inspectorial  Staff,  on  15th 
November,  1924. 

R.  Woodley,  Clerk,  Department  of  Public 
Health,  appointed  Cadet,  Inspectorial 
Staff,  as  from  2nd  February,  1925. 

William  David  Pryor,  Cadet,  Inspectorial 
Staff,  appointed  Assistant  Inspector 
from  5th  October,  1924. 

Ralph  Pender  Sanderson,  Health  Inspector, 
Brisbane,  transferred  to  Toowoomba  on 
1st  November,  1924,  in  the  room  of 
Inspector  Reginald  Anthony  Wright, 
transferred  to  Brisbane. 

Charles  J.  Whitford,  Health  Inspector,  Bris¬ 
bane,  transferred  to  Townsville  on  1st 
October,  1924,  vice  Inspector  Jasper 
Gaze  Wiseman  transferred  to  Brisbane. 

Reginald  Anthony  Wright  resigned  his 
position  as  Health  Inspector  on  22nd 
January,  1925. 

Kathleen  Margaret  Hynes  appointed  tempo¬ 
rary  typist,  Laboratory  of  Microbiology 
and  Pathology,  Brisbane,  from  30th 
October,  1924,  and  appointed  typist,  on 
probation,  from  1st  July,  1925. 

.Mian  Walter  Lowe,  appointed  attendant,  on 
probation,  Laboratory  of  Microbiology 
and  Pathology,  from  1st  January,  1925. 

Eugene  A.  Gregory,  Superintendent,  Peel 
Island  Lazaret,  retired  from  the  Public 
Service  on  30th  June,  1925,  and  Osmund 
Agar  appointed  Superintendent,  on 
probation,  in  his  stead. 

Henry  James  Eddowes,  Assistant  to  Super¬ 
intendent,  Peel  Island  Lazaret,  resigned 
on  21st  May,  1925,  and  J.  E.  Carling 
appointed  Assistant,  on  probation,  from 
2nd  July,  1925. 

Alice  May  Doughney  appointed  Nurse,  Peel 
Island  Lazaret,  on  probation,  on  23rd 
March,  1925,  vice  Nurse  F.  A.  England, 
resigned. 

Joan  Lawres  appointed  temporary  attendant 
at  the  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital, 
South  Brisbane,  on  4th  March,  1925,  and 
appointment  confirmed  on  1st  April, 
1925. 
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The  Royal  Commission  on  Health  appointed  by 
the  Commonwealth  Government,  after  having 
visited  the  Southern  States,  took  evidence  in 
Brisbane  in  June  last  from  departmental  officers 
as  well  as  from  private  practitioners  and  laymen, 
but  its  report  has  not  yet  been  published. 

In  conclusion,  1  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to 
other  branches  of  the  service,  more  particularly 
to  the  Crown  Law  Office,  Police,  and  Government 
Analyst’s  Departments  for  services  rendered 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  I.  MOORE,  M.D.,  P.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 


REPORT  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT 
ANALYST,  CHEMICAL  LABORA¬ 
TORY. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 

Brisbane. 

Sir, — 1  have  the  honour,  in  accordance  with 
section  31  of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1922,” 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  work  done  in 
the  Government  Chemical  Laboratory  for  the 
Department  of , Public  Health  during  the  year 
1921-1925. 

The  number  of  samples  examined  over  this 
period  was  1,370,  a  decrease  of  163  samples  on 
the  work  of  the  previous  year.  The  following 
table  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done: — 


TABLE  I. 


Food  or  Drug. 


Baking  preparations 
Beverages  and  cordials 
Cereal  preparations 
Condiments  .  . 

Confectionery 
Essences 
Fish  (tinned) 

Fruits  (preserved) 

Jams  and  honey 
Meat  and  vegetables  (tinned) 
Meat  and  vegetables  (not  tinned) 
Milk  (fresh) 

Milk  preparations 
Oils  (Miscellaneous) 

Soap 

Spirituous  liquors 
Vinegar 


Colourings,  paints  and  dyes 
Disinfectants  .  . 

Drugs  and  medicines 
Infant  foods 
SeWage  and  effluents 
Miscellaneous 


Of  the  total  number  of  samples  of  foods  and 
drugs  submitted,  783  were  legal  samples  taken  by 
inspectors  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 

If' 


Total  Number  of 
Samples. 

j 

Passed. 

Failed. 

15 

\ 

9 

!  6 

54 

20 

34 

17 

17 

10 

9 

-  1 

9 

9 

24 

14 

io 

42 

19 

23 

7 

2 

5 

13 

10 

3 

9 

4 

5 

22 

15 

7 

785 

692 

73 

15 

8 

7 

4 

4 

11 

3 

8 

32 

16 

16 

20 

20 

.  . 

1,069 

22 

39 

87 

3 

9 

141 

1,370 

871 

198 

visions  of  the  Health  Acts.  The  results  are 
shown  in  Table  II, 


TABLE  II. 


Nature  of  Sample. 


Beer 

Cordials 

Sausages  and  Minced  Meat 
Milk 

Miscellaneous 

Soap 

Spirituous  liquors 
Poisons 


The  seven  samples  of  sausages  and  minced  meat 
were  condemned  because  of  the  presence  of  exces¬ 
sive  quantities  of  sulphite  preservative,  the  ex¬ 
cess  ranging  from.  35  to  1,760  per  cent,  of  the 
permitted  proportion.  The  samples  were  taken 
in  winter  time  when  the  use  of  preservative 
should  not  be  necessary.  The  addition  of  sulphite 
to  meat  has  a  threefold  effect — Firstly,  it  checks 
the  growth  of  organisms  and  masks  incipient 


Number 

of 

Samples. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Lost  in 
transit  or 
Unlit  for 
Analysis. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Convic¬ 

tions. 

11 

8 

3 

9 

#  , 

9 

16 

9 

7 

2 

2 

697 

625 

68 

4 

19 

19 

6 

3 

3 

1 

1 

4 

4 

29 

i3 

16 

9 

9 

772 

658 

1 10 

4  1 

31 

31 

11 

•  . 

•• 

17 

17 

783 

, 

48 

48 

putrefaction ;  secondly,  it  preserves  the  red 
colour  of  the  meat;  and  thirdly,  it  acts  as  a 
deodorant  and  so  masks  the  odours  of  decompo¬ 
sition.  Unfortunately,  it  also  inhibits  digestion 
and  has  an  injurious  effect  on  the  kidneys. 

The  four  samples  of  soap  condemned  were  sold 
under  names  resembling  Castile,  but  not  one  con¬ 
formed  to  the  standard  for  Castile  soap  by  being 
an  olive-oil  soap. 
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The  following  table  records  details  in  regard  to  the  697  legal  samples  of  milk: — 

TABLE  HI. 


Place. 


Barcaldine  .  . 

Beaudesert  . . 

Brisbane  (North) 

Brisbane  (  South) 

Bundaberg  . . 

Cairns 

Coolongatta 

Dalby 

Gympie 

Ipswich 

Maroochydore 

Maryborough 

Rockhampton 

Southport 

Toowoomba 


TABLE  IV. 

/ 


Number  of 
Samples. 

Passed  the 
Standard. 

Genuine  but 
below  the 
Standard . 

Deficient 
in  Fat. 

Adulterated 
with  Water. 

| Average  Per- 
!  centage  of 
(Added  Water. 

Lost  in  Tran¬ 
sit  and  Unfit 
for  Analysis. 

2 

2 

3 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

251 

225 

2 

14 

10 

io 

164 

143 

7 

14 

9 

11 

9 

1 

1 

17 

50 

48 

1 

26 

i 

3 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

11 

10 

.  . 

1 

13 

9 

9 

.  . 

.  . 

72 

59 

2 

3 

7 

10 

i 

2 

2 

.  . 

•  • 

35 

33 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

38 

34 

3 

4 

i 

5 

5 

.  . 

•  . 

*  ' 

41 

40 

•  • 

i 

697 

625 

4 

27 

37 

10 

4 

The  following  table  shows  the  milk  position  as 
compared  with  the  four  previous  years:— 


Summary  of  Table  III. 


— 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Percentage. 

Adulterated  with  water  .  . 

* 

37 

5-3 

Deficient  in  fat 

27 

3-9 

Lost  in  transit  or  unfit  for  analysis 

4 

0-6 

Genuine,  but  slightly  below  the 
standard 

4 

0-6 

Passed  the  standard 

625 

89-6 

697 

1000 

TABLE  V. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Legal 
Samples. 

Percentage 

Failed. 

Average 
Percentage 
Added  Water. 

1920-21 

632 

16 

11-0 

1921-22 

380 

13 

100 

1922-23 

656 

18 

100 

1923-24 

525 

16 

14-0 

1924-25 

697 

9 

100 

The  proportion  of  samples  which  were  adul¬ 
terated  shows  a  marked  •improvement,  but  this 
may  be  partly  due  to  the  exceptionally  good 
season  rather  than  to  a  permanent  change  for  the 
better. 


Place. 


TABLE  VI. 

Food  Value  in  Calories  per  quart  of  Milk. 


Average  Composition, 


Total  Solids. 

Per  cent.  Fat. 

Solids  not’Fat. 

Minimum. 

Maximum. 

13-1 

3-8 

9-3 

764 

891 

13-2 

40 

9-2 

809 

946 

12-9 

3-9 

9-0 

735 

1,022 

12-8 

4-0 

8-8 

748 

935 

12-7 

3-8 

8-9 

769 

#  861 

13-2 

4-1 

9-1 

779 

944 

13-9 

4-5 

9-4 

845 

946 

13-6 

4-3 

9-3 

823 

922 

13- 1 

4-0 

9-1 

807 

883 

13-4 

4-4 

9-0 

750 

998 

13-8 

4-5 

9-3 

894 

916 

12-7 

3-8 

8-9 

753 

952 

12-8 

3-8 

9-0 

769 

883 

13-7 

4-3 

9-4 

861 

919 

12-9 

3-7 

9-2 

754 

887 

Variation  in  Calories  per  quart. 


Average 
Calories  per 
quart. 


828 

845 

823 

825 

814 

851 

910 

883 

840 

879 

905 

808 

813 

858 

801 


Barcaldine  .  . 

Beaudesert  .  . 

Brisbane  (North) 

Brisbane  (South) 

Bundaberg  .  . 

Cairns 

Coolangatta.  . 

Dalby 
Gympie 
Ipswich 
Maroochydore 
Maryborough 
Rockhampton 
Southport  .  . 

Toowoomba 

There  is  a  marked  variation  in  the  food  value 
of  the  milk  from  most  of  the  places  shown  in  the 
above  table,  the  most  noticeable  being  in  Bris¬ 
bane,  Cairns,  Ipswich,  and  Maryborough.  Some 
householders  in  North  Brisbane  pay  8d.  per  quart 
for  milk  of  735  calories,  while  others  obtain  milk 
of  1,022  calories  per  quart — that  is,  39  per  cent, 
better — for  the  same  price  or  less.  In  Ipswich 
the  advantage  in  favour  of  the  best  quality  milk 
as  against  the  poorest  is  33  per  cent.  One  of  the 
advantages  of  the  large  schemes  of  distribution 
of  milk  is  that  the  mixing  of  the  various  supplies 
ensures  a  more  even  distribution  of  the  valuable 
milk  fat,  with  its  contained  vitamin. 

Bacterial  ConTx\.mination  of  Milk. 

Milk  which  contains  numerous  bacteria  has  a 
strong  reducing  action  on  certain  colouring  sub¬ 
stances,  such  as  litmus,  thionin,  indigo  blue, 
neutral  red,  and  methylene  blue. 


It  has  been  shown  by  several  authorities  that 
there  is  a  distinct  connection  between  the  number 
of  bacteria  in  milk  and  the  time  required  under 
standard  conditions  for  a  solution  of  methylene 
blue  to  be  decolourised.  Methylene  blue  is  almost 
universally  used  for  the  purposes  of  obtaining 
an  estimate  of  the  number  of  bacteria  present 
per  cubic  centimetre,  and  the  test  is  called  the 
“Reductase”  test.  Sterile  milk  will  not  reduce 
the  colour  even  after  being  in  contact  with  it 
for  days.  Clean  milk  requires  ten  to  twelve 
hours,  fresh  market  milk  six  to  nine  hours  in 
cold  weather  and  one  to  tw o  hours  in  hot  weather 
for  the  decolourisation. 

The  New  Zealand  Department  of  Health  has 
incorporated  in  the  1924  Food  and  Drug  Regu¬ 
lations  the  Reductase  test  as  part  of  the  stan¬ 
dard  for  milk.  According  to  this  standard,  the 
milk,  when  subjected  to  the  Reductase  test, 
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shall  not  completely  decolourise  a  methylene  blue 
solution  of  known  strength  in  less  than  three 
hours.  This  time  limit  has  been  confirmed  by 
a  number  of  observers  as  indicative  of  milk  con¬ 
taining  less  than  500,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centi¬ 
metre. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  test,  milk  may  be 
divided  into  four  classes  as  follows: — 

Organisms  per  c.c. 

Class  I. — Decolourised  in  5f  hours  or 

longer  . .  .  .  .  .  Under  500,000. 

Class  II. — Decolourised  in  less  than 

hours  .  .  .  .  .  .  to  4  millions, 

not  less  than  2  hours  J 
Class  III. — Decolourised  in  Jess  than  2  j 

hours  . .  .  .  .  .  to  20  millions 

not  less  than  20  minutes  J 
Class  IV. — Decolourised  in  less  than  20 

minutes  ..  ..  ..  Over20  millions 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-four  samples  of  milk 
taken  from  carts  in  the  city  were  subjected  to  the 
Reductase  test  during  the  year.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  the  comparison  between  these  samples 
and  the  bacterial  counts  obtained  from  railway 
samples. 


Reductase  Test  on 
234  Cart  Samples, 
taken  mostly  In 
early  Winter. 

Bacterial  Count 
of  129  Railway 
Samples  taken  in 
early  Summer. 

Below  500,000  bacteria 

Per  cent. 

90 

Per  cent. 
52-6 

per  c.c. 

From  500,000  to  4,000,000 

5 

„  500,000  to  7.000,000 

...  , 

47-4 

„  4,000,000  to  20,000,000 

3 

.  , 

Over  20,000,000  .  . 

2 

These  results  do  not  support  the  extravagant 
statements  occasionally  made  in  letters  to  the 
Press  in  regard  to  the  uncleanliness  of  the  Bris¬ 
bane  milk  supply.  While  they  are  by  no  means  so 
good  as  they  should  or  could  be,  they  are  not 
altogether  so  bad  as  is  sometimes  represented. 


The  tests,  however,  were  not  instituted  until  the 
cold  weather,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  note 
the  results  obtained  during  next  summer.  As 
even  in  the  cold  weather  5  per  cent,  of  the  milk 
supply  is  highly  contaminated  with  bacteria 
when  delivered,  there  is  evidently  considerable 
room  for  improvement  in  the  preliminary  hand¬ 
ling  of  the  milk  by  some  of  the  producers. 

The  thirty-four  samples  of  beverages  and  cor¬ 
dials  were  condemned  because  of  the  presence  of 
excessive  quantity  of  preservative,  deficiency  of 
sugar,  or  misdescription  in  regard  to  origin. 

Recently  a  number  of  preparations  of 
Southern  origin  purporting  to  be  fruit  extrac¬ 
tives  have  appeared  on  the  market.  On  analysis 
they  have  proved  to  be  merely  aqueous  emulsions 
containing  a  small  proportion  of  the  oil  of  the 
fruit  named  cn  the  label.  Unfortunately  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  fruit  cordials  sold  contain 
sulphite  preservative,  which  destroys  the  vitamin 
content,  by  far  the  most  valuable  constituent  of 
fruit  juice.  The  use  of  fresh  fruit,  more  especi¬ 
ally  by  children,  is  therefore  all  the  more  desir¬ 
able,  and  the  advisability  of  redrafting  the  stan¬ 
dards  for  soft  drinks,  in  the  light  of  recent  work 
on  vitamins,  is  worth  consideration. 

The  large  proportion  of  the  samples  of  tinned 
fish  condemned  was  due  to  the  fact  that  these 
samples  were  considered  by  the  inspectors  to  be 
of  doubtful  quality  by  the  appearance  of  the  tin. 
The  proportion  condemned,  therefore,  is  not 
indicative  of  the  proportion  of  inferior  tins  on 
the  market. 

The  141  miscellaneous  samples  included  dust 
from  industrial  operations,  pest  destroyers, 
sputum,  teething  necklaces,  butter  milk,  air, 
skewers,  sausage  skins,  hydrometers,  icing  sugar, 
ice-cream  cups,  beans,  and  linoleum  cream. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  B.  HENDERSON,  Government  Analyst. 


Price,  Is. 


By  Authority:  Anthony  James  Cumming,  Government  Printer,  Brisbane 


